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Thousands Demand More AIDS Funding 


By Bob Nelson 

NEW YORK — About 5000 gay 
men participated in an emotional 
candlelight vigil and march on 
May 2 to commemorate the 520 
men and women who have died 
from AIDS and to demand in- 
creased federal funding for AIDS 
research. The march proceeded 
from Sheridan Square down 
Bleeker and Broadway to a rally 
that filled Federal Plaza, the site 
chosen to dramatize government 
inaction on AIDS funding. 

Demonstrations took place at 
the same time across the country. 
Crowd estimates of the candlelight 
march in San Francisco ranged up- 
wards from 10,000, while smaller 
marches and services were planned 
for Houston, Chicago, Milwaukee 
and Atlanta. A similar event is 
scheduled for May 26 in Los 
Angeles. 

The idea for the public demon- 
stration began with an ad hoc 
group of AIDS patients working 
with the AIDS and KS Research 
and Education Foundation, based 
in San Francisco. Rick Crain, pro- 
ject coordinator for the Founda- 
tion and an organizer of the 


-marches, noted that, ‘‘Here in San 


Francisco, we felt there was a need 
for people to become more in- 
formed and involved. Larry Kram- 
er’s article in the [New York] 
Native was reprinted in the Bay 


Arca Reporter and it was a signal 
at we needed to spearhead some- 


bal ad 


thing larger and more focused that 
would draw media attention to 
it.”’ Crain added that AIDS pa- 
tients in San Francisco had suf- 


fered loss of employment, eviction 
from apartments and ostracism. 

The activities around the coun- 
try were coordinated as part of an 
‘AIDS Awareness Week,’ which 
included the benefit for the Gay 
Men’s Health Crisis at the Ring- 
ling Brothers and Barnum and 
Bailey Circus on April 30, an event 
that drew an estimated 18,000 gay 
men and lesbians. Tuesday May 3, 
was designated as a White House 
call-in day, when individuals were 
urged to telephone President Ron- 
ald Reagan’s office to lobby for 
AIDS. funding and research. ‘‘We 
understand that yesterday was the 
largest number of calls they’ve 
ever received on any one issue on 
any one day,’’ said Crain. ‘‘It’s a 
beginning,’’ he added. 

The protest marked a transition 
in the political organizing that has 
gone on around the AIDS issue as 
gay men took to the streets in num- 
bers for the first time to demon- 
strate their concern. Previous 
organizing had centered on 
benefits, public meetings, and let- 
ter writing. campaigns. Though 
banners and signs were few in 
number in New York, they ex- 
pressed the outrage the gay com- 
munity has felt over government 
inertia on the AIDS issue: ‘‘Poli- 
tics is an opportunistic disease,’’ 
read one, and ‘‘Man: The next en- 
dangered species.’’ And though 
the crowd was mostly quiet and 
orderly, chants of ‘‘Ronald 
Reagan, he’s no good, send him 
back to Hollywood!”’ occasionally 
punctuated the silence. One 
demonstrator held up a cardboard 


dollar sign painted in gold, to faint 
cries from the back of the march: 
‘‘Money for AIDS now!’ 

After a brief momentof silence 
at Federal Plaza, impresario Jim 
Fouratt introduced Larry Kramer, 
a founder of the Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis and the author of a con- 
troversial article on AIDS that ap- 
peared in the New York Native. 
“It looks like the New York gay 
community is finally getting its act 
together,’’ observed Kramer. 
“AIDS is our Vietnam. Our gov- 


ernment has produced nothing but 
lethargy and lies. We are dying 
here, not in El Salvador.’’ Kramer 
called the recent allocation of 
some $245,000 by the National In- 
stitutes of Health for studies of 
AIDS ‘‘a pisspoor sum. Reagan 
and [Budget Director David] 
Stockman are guaranteeing that 
this epidemic is taking longer than 
it needs to take and that more will 
die than need to die.”’ 

Kramer noted that Mayor 
Dianne Feinstein of San Francisco 


had allocated $1 million to AIDS- 
related activities, that Governor 
Mario Cuomo of New York had 
allocated $200,000 and that Mayor 
Ed Koch had spent $25,000. Cat- 
calls and boos greeted mentions of 
the names of President Reagan 
and Mayor Koch. 

Other speakers included actress 
Susan Sarandon, Dr. Roger En- 
loe, recently appointed director of 
the New York city office of Gay 
and Lesbian Health Concerns, 

Continued on page +2 


Gay Man Declares 


for District 8 Seat 


By Larry Goldsmith 

BOSTON — Fenway tenant ac- 
tivist David Scondras added his 
name as an openly gay candidate on 
May | to the list of those seeking 
election to the District 8 city council 
seat. Speaking before 250 support- 
ers at the Arlington Street Church, 
Scondras pledged to work for ‘‘an 
end to racism, sexism, indifference 
toward the disabled, toward the 
hungry, toward the homeless, an 
end to the discrimination and 
harassment of women and an end 
to the persecution of lesbians and 
gay men.”’ 

Scondras joins three others seek- 
ing to represent the newly-formed 
district, which includes Beacon 
Hill, the Back Bay, the Fenway and 
Mission Hill. The other candidates 
are former assistant district at- 
torney Dennis Quilty, a resident of 


British Paper Folds 
As Staff Purchase Blocked 


By Sue Hyde 

LONDON — The Gay News, 
Britain’s only bi-weekly national 
gay and lesbian newspaper, ceased 
publication on April 15 after 
months of financial turmoil and 
confusion over ownership. 

The staff of the paper had been 
negotiating with owner Robert 
Palmer to purchase the paper and 
then collectivize their operation, 
but the deal fell through when an 
application for $79,000 from the 
Greater London Enterprise Board 
(GLEB) was turned down on April 
12. Palmer then liquidated the com- 
pany and announced it was closing 
on the 15th. The GLEB is a govern- 
mental agency analagous to the 
federal Small Business Administra- 
tion, its purposes being to preserve 
jobs and promote ownership of in- 
dependent businesses. 

The paper’s title and/or its assets 
will be cleared for bidding as soon 
as questions about its total value 
and financial status can be answer- 
ed, according to Alison Hennegan 
of the Gay News staff. Hennegan 
told GCN that the staff is aware of 
two or three other people who may 
bid on the paper, one of whom is 
the paper’s former owner Denis 
Lemon. Lemon sold the paper to 
Palmer in February, 1982, and 
Palmer has been unable to pay 
debts to Lemon resulting from the 
sale. The staff believes that it was 
the sale of the paper and secrecy 
surrounding the deal which caused 
the financial and managerial crisis 
at the paper. 

Asked about Palmer’s attitude 
toward the attempted staff take- 
over, Hennegan said, ‘‘He has been 
cooperative with us. But he is trying 


to resolve his own financial diffi- 
culties arising from the deal with 
Lemon, so right up to the last 
moment he wanted us to take over 
the company to get himself off the 
hook.”’ 

Because the staff had. obtained 
other financial committments de- 
pendent upon the GLEB grant, 
when that was denied them, their 
only option was to assume ‘‘ludi- 
crous degrees of personal risk and 
the under writing of open-ended in- 
demnities’’ by individual staff 
members. Hennegan said that it 
was just not possible for them to do 
this. They. had raised $70,000 in 
loans and credit which would have 
been combined with the GLEB 
grant of working capital. - 

Negotiations with GLEB had 
been going very well until the final 
week, when the rightwing press in 
England ran story after story about 
public funds granted to gay groups, 
especially the London Lesbian and 
Gay Centre (see News Notes this 
issue). Also, according to Hen- 
negan, the press created a ‘‘shock- 
horror scare campaign’’ about gay 
teachers when the teachers’ union 
received protests from gay mem- 
bers over holding a convention on 
the island of Jersey. Jersey present- 
ly outlaws male homosexuality in 
any form and the convention site 
was the subject of heated debate 
both before and during the conven- 
tion on Easter weekend. Hennegan 
believes that these news reports 
placed their application in an un- 
favorable light because GLEB of- 
ficials were afraid to risk negative 
press attention by funding the Gay 
News purchase. 

After phone calls to GLEB were 


ignored and no decision was given 
24 hours after they had been pro- 
mised one, the staff was finally told 
their application had been denied. 
Hennegan says that although 
GLEB decisions are supposed to be 
final, political pressure by Ken Liv- 
ingstone, leader of the Labour ad- 
ministration at the Greater London 
Council and himself a strong sup- 
porter of the gay community, may 
be brought to bear against GLEB 
officials should the staff try for 
funding a second time. 


In the meantime, the staff con- 
tinues to meet two days a week at 
members’ homes to plan future edi- 
tions and investigate other possible 
financial arrangements. They have 
launched an appeal to the com- 
munity and Hennegan said that 
support is ‘‘picking up strength.’’ 
She explained that, due to GLEB 
rules, they had been unable to 
publicize their plight, so many peo- 
ple were unaware of the fate of the 
paper. But now that GLEB has 
denied them funding, they are free 
to raise money through direct ap- 
peal. 


Britain has missed three issues of 
the Gay News so far. Hennegan 
and twelve other staff members are 
working to revive their one-of -a- 
kind paper because ‘‘We think a 
fortnightly gay mixed paper is 
necessary and wanted. We have 
picked up accurately that the inter- 
change among gay men and gay 
women is much greater than it used 
to be. We’re understanding more 
about the oppression that we 
share.”’ 

— filed from Boston 


the Back Bay, attorney Mark 
Roosevelt and former Boston En- 
vironmental Department Director 
Eugenie Beal. Roosevelt and Beal 
are residents of Beacon Hill. 

In a 25-minute speech inter- 
rupted frequently by applause, 
Scondras detailed his experience as 
an activist and outlined a communi- 
ty-based approach to issues affec- 
ting housing, institutional expan- 
sion, unemployment, crime, city 
services, jails, women, and the 
school system. 

‘*All of us know that the great- 
ness of a city is measured not by the 
heights of its buildings,’’ Scondras 
said, ‘‘but by the quality of life 


BOSTON — No sooner did 
David Scondras make his an- 
nouncement as the first openly 
gay candidate to the Boston city 
council than a popular local 
radio talkshow host used the 
occasion to launch into an anti- 
gay tirade. 

“Who cares if he’s gay?’ 
asked WRKO’s Jerry Williams, 
whose campaign to ‘‘take back 
the work ‘gay’’’ once gained 
notoriety. ‘‘Who cares if he 
sleeps with men, women or 
dogs?’’ 

“Hey, if [mayoral candidate] 
Mel King made that announce- 
ment he would be Mel Queen,’’ 
quipped Williams on the May 2 
edition of his daily afternoon 
call-in show. ‘‘The people who 
are encouraging bigotry against 
gay people are gays. They have 
no sense of humor whatsoever, 
certainly with respect to 
themselves. They have a sense 
of humor about everyone else.’’ 

Williams ended the segment 
of his show by telling a caller, 





David Scondras 


available to the poorest of its 
residents.... The new districts 
gave us a chance to refocus the city 
on the needs of our neighbors.’’ 

Speaking on the issue of gay 
rights, Scondras told the assembly 
“‘we must frame and pass a gay 
rights bill this coming year. And we 
have an opportunity, in the election 
of an openly gay man, to tell the ci- 
ty and the state that we will not 
tolerate one more minute of the 
bigotry which has caused us all so 
much pain.’’ 

Scondras gained widespread 
recognition in 1976 for his role in 
organizing the Symphony Tenants 

Continued on page 2 


‘Listen, well, he [Scondras] is 
not gay at all. Gay is not normal 
for all of you people. Gay is not 
happy at all, gay is a word that 
belongs back in our language. 
You can use other words, like 
homosexual.’’ 

A spokesperson for Scon- 
dras’ campaign told GCN the 
campaign has asked the Boston 
Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance 
(BL/GPA) to circulate a letter 
of protest among gay organiza- 
tions in the city. The letter will 
be sent to the WRKO manage- 
ment and the Federal 
Communications Commission, 
the spokesperson said. 

Individuals may send letters 
of protest to the station 
management: WRKO, Govern- 
ment Center, Boston, MA 
02114. A copy of the letter sent 
to the Federal Communications 
Commission in Washington, 
DC will be kept for considera- 
tion when the station’s license 
comes up for renewal. 

— Larry Goldsmith 








Mitzel 





Page 2 * Gay Community News, May 14, 1983 








News Notes—— 


quote of the week 


“| was never involved in women’s issues. Only 
when women get beyond women’s issues and focus 
on the big questions will they be drawn into the gener- 
al public debate.” 

— Faith Ryan Whittlesey, Reagan’s new public 
liaison director, quoted in a New York Times editorial. 
The editorial pointed out that the economic hardships 
facing women and their children are worthy of general 
public debate, ‘‘women’s issues” or not. 





attorney seeks parole revocation for milk 
murderer 


SAN FRANCISCO — An attorney for the estate 
of Harvey Milk, murdered gay city supervisor, has 
petitioned California Governor George Deukmeijian 
to “revoke the parole” of Milk’s killer, Dan White, ac- 
cording to Chicago’s GayLife. 

White, who also killed Mayor George Moscone in 
1978, is scheduled for release in January 1984, after 
serving five of his seven year prison sentence for man- 
slaughter. Attorney John Wahl wants Deukmeijian to 
cancel White’s right to parole, as he had done in the 
case of another convicted killer. 

In a related development, city supervisor Carol 
Ruth Silver has introduced a resolution that would 
prohibit White from realizing personal profit through 
books or films about his crimes. Similar legislation is 
pending in the California legislature. 


government taken to task for thirty 
years of bias 


WASHINGTON — On the thirtieth anniversary of 
President Eisenhower’s executive order restricting 
employment of gay persons, the National Gay Task 
Force called on the federal government to stop 
treating gays as security risks, according to the 
Washington Post. 

Virginia Apuzzo, executive director of the Task 
Force, said, “It remains a source of harassment anda 
barrier to truly equal employment opportunities. . .in 
the federal government.” The Task Force also said 
the order should be stricken from the books. 

In a survey, historian John D’Emilio found that 
655 gay people lost their jobs in the first 16 months 
after the executive order. And in 1954-55, D’Emilio 
found that while only two employees were fired for 
Communist Party activities, 104 government workers 
lost jobs because of ‘‘sexual persuasion.” 


“lesbian action always” 

PARIS — The International Lesbian Information 
Service (ILIS) held its fifth conference in Paris, April 
1-4. Over 200 women from more than 16 countries met 
to expand their organization to include non-feminist 
dykes, organize mutual exchanges of lesbian publica- 
tions and plan the 1984 international year of gay and 
lesbian action. 

The proposal to declare 1984 the international 
gay/lesbian year sparked much debate, mostly cen- 
tered around whether or not to join other European 
mixed gay groups in organizational efforts. There was 
also a great deal of debate regarding the concept of 
one special year just for ‘lesbian action,” with many 
women saying “lesbian action always.” 


lesbian and gay center approved in london 

LONDON — The purchase of a five-story building 
in central London which will house a government- 
funded lesbian and gay center has been approved 
after a change in zoning restrictions, according to the 
Advocate. The purchase agreement is expected to be 
finalized shortly. 

The government will spend about $700,000 on the 
building, including renovations. Funding was 
authorized by the Greater London Council, which is 
controlled by the Labor Party. Development workers 
plan for a December 1 opening date of the noncom- 
mercial center. It is hoped that dozens of groups will 
utilize the building’s 10,000 square feet. 

Preliminary plans include a bookshop, a cafe, of- 
fice space, performance and rehearsal rooms, a print 
room and space for information and counseling ser- 
vices. The Hall-Carpenter Archives, a British gay and 
lesbian historical collection, will also be housed in 
the building. 





NEW YORK — Two clowns at the Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis (GMHC) circus benefit, part of AIDS Awareness 
Week, on April 30 at Madison Square Garden. GMHC’s 
Harry Diaz, the coordinator for the event, said, ‘“‘Our goal 
is to unite the community around AIDS.” The circus, 
perhaps the largest gay fundraiser ever, netted over 
$250,000 from an audience of 18,500 people. The money 
will be used to continue the research, educational and sup- 
port programs already begun by GMHC. 

Busloads of gay men from all over thé country jammed 
the area between Penn Station and the Garden. Although 
all were aware of the tragic toll of AIDS on the gay com- 
munity, the evening had a tone of gritty optimism: ‘“We 
will survive, even as we mourn the loss of our dead.”’ 





Peg Byron 


gay church group and moral majority 
clash in mississippi 


JACKSON, MS — The Moral Majority and a group 
of gay people considering the formation of a 
Metropolitan Community Church (MCC) congregation 
in this city are squaring off for a major battle, accord- 
ing to the Advocate. 

After a February meeting to organize the MCC 
chapter was reported in the local papers, Rev. Mike 
Wells exploded with a vitriolic fundraising letter sent 
to 10,000 households in the state. Wells claimed that 
he would apply the money to a media attack on gays 
which would pinpoint gay bars as well as abortion 
clinics in Mississippi. 

Using the religious group as an excuse to launch 
an offensive against “open perversion,” Wells said, 
“We want the homosexual, the abortion people, the 
porno kings and the prostitutes to know that they are 
not welcome inthiscity. We don’t want to become 
another San Francisco.” 

Eddie Sandifer of the Mississippi Gay Alliance, 
however, interprets Wells crusade as a way to raise 
funds and gain publicity for the Moral Majority. He 
also pointed out that gay people have always lived in 
Mississippi and have contributed to the state’s 
welfare. ‘The gay community probably has its fair 
share of representatives in government and business, 
but there are people who cannot be open because of 
Rev. Wells and others who are inclined to be 
homophobic.” 

Wells also said in an interview that MCC is fund- 
ed by government tax money and that “it’s all taking 
place under the Reagan administration.” 





penn students plan to fight fall army 
recruitment 


PHILADELPHIA — In the ongoing battle over mil- 
itary recruitment at Penn, the lesbian and gay group 
on campus is planning to force a public hearing about 
the issue, according to the Daily Pennsylvanian. 

Lesbians and Gays at Penn (LGAP), while sty- 
mied this semester, will probably file a discrimination 
complaint with the Human Rights Commission after 
the next Army recruiting period begins in the fall. The 
complaint must be filed within 90 days of an incident 
of discrimination. Presently, no member of LGAP 
qualifies under this guideline. 

LGAP decided to take its case to the Human 
Rights Commission four weeks ago when representa- 
tives were unable to convince University President 
Sheldon Hackney to change the policy regarding the 
Army recruiters. The University administration, which 
claims commitment. to its own non-discrimination 
policy, has refused to ban the Army recruiters from 
campus. The Army. and all other branches of the 
military. explicitly bar. homosexuals from employment. 


mainely gay and lesbian 


PORTLAND — The Maine Gay/Lesbian Sympo- 
sium will be held May 13-15 at the University of South- 
ern Maine in Portland. An annual event since 1974, 
scheduled events include workshops, a video show, a 
dance and two performances of “Gay Side Story,” an 
original musical parody. Registration is $10.00. For in- 
formation, write Symposium X, c/o Soucie, 481 St. 
John St., Portland, ME 04102, or call (207) 772-1979, 





Scondras 


Continued from page | 

Organizing Project (STOP), acom- 
munity group which helped break a 
local arson-for-profit ring. 

In 1981, Scondras ran unsuc- 
cessfully in a citywide council elec- 
tion, finishing twelfth in a race for 
nine seats. Voters in that election 
passed a referendum calling for the 
division of the nine city-wide coun- 
cil seats into nine district seats and 
four elected at large. The new dis- 
trict representation will begin with 
this fall’s election. 

Scondras derived his strongest 
support in the 1981 election from 
the parts of Boston which now 
make up District 8. 

All four candidates for the dis- 
trict, which includes a substantial 
concentration of lesbians and gay 
men, have made statements aimed 
at gay voters. At the formal an- 
nouncement of his candidacy on 
April 6, Dennis Quilty stated his 
support for a lesbian and gay rights 
ordinance. 

“lam concerned as a citizen that 
the rights of the gay and lesbian 


community in our district are pro- 
tected,’’ Quilty told a group of sup- 
porters gathered at the Hampshire 
House hotel. 

Five days later, at a reception for 
the lesbian and gay community at 
the One City Hall Plaza restaurant, 
Quilty continued the theme. 

“I run because I have a very 
special place in my heart for a com- 
munity in this city — the communi- 
ty you represent.’’ Quilty said he 
would stand up for the community 
“not just in front of lesbian and gay 
audiences, but in front of 
everyone.”’ 

‘*My number one priority will be 
sponsorship and lobbying for and 
passage of a human rights ordi- 
nance’”’ prohibiting discrimination 
on the basis of sexual preference, 
Quilty promised, ‘‘and there will be 
teeth put into the ordinance by 
creation at the same time of a 
human rights commission.’’ 

Referring to a key phrase in the 
administration of Mayor Kevin 
White, Quilty emphasized that 
Boston “‘is a world-class city only if 
it is a world-class city for those of us 
in this room.”’ 


AIDS 


Continued from page | 

Reps. Bill Green and Ted Weiss, 
both of Manhattan, and NGTF 
Director Ginny Apuzzo. ‘‘The re- 
ticence with which this society has 
dealt with AIDS is due to society’s 
unwillingness to recognize the 
basic human rights of the gay com- 
munity,’’ noted Weiss. He added, 
“100 percent of those who ‘con- 
tracted the disease four years ago 
are dead.”’ 

Possibly the most moving re- 
marks were delivered by two AIDS 
patients. Michael Callen, co- 
founder of the group Gay Men 
with AIDS, asked the crowd to 
‘*treat us like people with a dis- 
ease, not like lepers.’’ Callen also 
expressed concern that informa- 
tion being gathered about AIDS 
patients could be divulged for non- 
medical reasons. ‘‘Conservative 
forces in this country could ac- 
complish in the name of medicine 
what they have failed to accom- 
plish politically,’’ added Callen. 


Gays/Lesbians 





By Jil Clark 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 
Despite an intensification of 
the anti-lesbian and anti-gay 
campaign being waged here 
by two local hate groups, les- 
bians and gay men here will 
take to the streets for their se- 
cond annual pride parade on 
Saturday, May 14. 

They are urging lesbians 
and gay men from outside of 
the Pioneer Valley to come to 
Northampton to swell the 
ranks of the local parade. 

Kiriyo Spooner, co-owner 
of Womonfyre Books, the 
target of numerous written 
and phoned threats, told 
GCN that local police have 
refused ito offer the marchers 
any ‘‘extra’’ protection. They 
maintain that, because 
SHUN has not followed 
through on any of its earlier 





Brace for March 


threats to burn buildings or 
inflict bodily injury, its 
threats against the marchers 


are meaningless, Spooner 
said. 
Police Chief Daniel Labat® 


denied that the department is 
taking any of the threats light- 
ly. Labato told GCN that 
nothing about the threats 
against the marchers had 
‘reached his desk.’’ 

The detective on the case, 
Sgt. Paddock, could not be 
reached for comment by press 
time. 

The march begins at noon 
at the Bridge Street School. 
For more information, call 
the Gay and Lesbian Rights 
March Committee at (413) 
586-9340, or write to the com- 
mittee at Box 1084, North- 
ampton, MA 01061. 

— filed from Boston 
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Gay Press: Advocacy versus Advertisements 


By Cindy Patton 
PHILADELPHIA — The Third 
Annual Gay Press Association Na- 
tion] Convention, held on April 
29, 30, and May 1, was business as 
usual. , 

The same folks were in atten- 
dance — larger and more lucrative 
publications able to jet their 
editors to Philly, and smaller, local 
papers the attending staffs of 
which looked a bit bedraggled 
from long car rides, and less than 
commodious accomodations. 

The lack of women surprised 
only those among the dozen atten- 
ding who were there for the first 
time. Few of the hundred men 
seemed to notice. To veteran GPA 
observers, however, the lack of 


women and third world people 
came as no shock: if there aren’t 
very many women and third world 
people involved in the gay press, 
ever fewer of them seem interested 
in playing ball with the GPA. 

The twelve workshops reflected 
a bias toward money making, and 
all the panelists leaned toward a 
concept of the gay press that 
models itself on the New York 
Times and other major syndicated 
papers. 

The Gay Press Association was 
born three years ago out of a 
perceived need to find better ways 
to network the lesbian and gay 
media. The attending mid-wife is 
widely acknowledged to be Joe 


DiSabato, president of Rivendell 
Marketing, his own agency that 
markets the. gay publications to 
Madison Avenue advertising agen- 
cies, and president of the Gay 
Press Association for 1981 and 
1982. Exactly how things progress- 
ed from this seemingly Great Idea 
is less clear: to its advocates, the 
GPA is the key to visibility for the 
gay press, and will create higher 
professional standards for gay 
journalism. To its harshest critics, 
the GPA is a money making 
scheme to create a market for 
Rivendell Marketing and garner 
national advertising for publica- 
tions whose ad bases are more im- 
portant than their politics. 


Lesbian Custody Fight 
May Set Precedent 


By Jil Clark 

OAKLAND, CA — An upcom- 
ing settlement of a dispute over 
child visitation rights between two 
estranged lesbian lovers could be 
significant for many non-biological 
lesbian parents. 

Linda Loftin, 34, is suing her 
former partner, Mary Flournoy, 
31, for the right to visit Flournoy’s 
four-year-old daughter, Sparkle. 
Flournoy has prevented Loftin 
from seeing Sparkle for nearly half 
a year. 

Loftin maintains that she should 
have the same visitation rights as a 
non-custodial biological parent. 
Ironically, Loftin has been paying 
child support to Flournoy, in accor- 
dance with an earlier court order 
sought by the district attorney. 

The three lived as a family unit 
for two years, but following an 
acrimonious break-up in December 
of 1980, Flournoy resisted Loftin’s 
visiting Sparkle. After the failure of 
attempts to work out their disagree- 
ments with the aid of staff at the 
Lesbian Rights Project (LRP) in 
San Francisco, Loftin filed suit 
against Flournoy and, on April 28, 
a judge here ruled that the dispute is 


Group 


indeed a family court matter. 

“‘This is in itself a good sign,”’ 
said an attorney at LRP. “‘It in- 
dicates that the judge thinks she 
{Loftin] should have some parental 
rights.”’ 

Ivan Morse, Loftin’s attorney, 
said that Loftin is suing for visitation 
on at least three grounds. First, 
Morse contends that Flournoy is 
violating the ’‘uniform parentage”’ 
act, which protects the rights of 
parents of children conceived by ar- 
tificial insemination. Loftin and 
Flournoy conceived Sparkle by in- 
seminating Flournoy with sperm 
donated by Loftin’s brother. 

Secondly, said Morse, ‘‘we have 
what is called the ‘estoppel theory.’ 
This theory has been applied when 
you have a second husband (a non- 
biological father) who accepts [his 
new spouse’s}] children into his 
home and holds them out to the 
world as his own. At some point 
down the road the man and woman 
separate. If the man tries to deny 
the children are his in order to get 
out of paying child support, he can 
be ‘estopped’ from doing so. In the 
same way, the mother is ‘estopped’ 


Protests 


from saying he can’t visit with the 
kids. The same theory should apply 
to [Loftin’s] case.”’ 

Last, said Morse, ‘‘you have 
quid pro quo — tit for tat. The dis- 
trict attorney has ordered Lynn 


(Loftin) to pay child support forthe | 


minor child,’’ so Loftin should 
have the right to visit her. 

Morse continued, ‘‘It’s unclear 
what the judge [who ordered the 
payment of child support] relied 
on. It could have been a contract 
theory: Lynn and Bobbie [Flour- 
noy’s nickname] entered into an 
oral contract to have a child and ar- 


Continued on page 11 


The GPA’s successes have been 
few. Their attempt to create a gay 
wire service has been plagued by 
logistical problems between 
writers and papers and hampered 
by a general lack of interest. There 
are relatively few subscribers, 
most papers feeling that the U.S. 
mail and telephone are adequate 
communication devices for an in- 
dustry that is weekly, bi-weekly, 
and monthly. Writers are concern- 
ed that being on the wire service 
will result in their stories being rip- 
ped off more often. Workshops 
and criticism sessions were held at 
this conference to deal with these 
problems, but there were still a lot 
of quizzical expressions when the 
use of this system was explained. 

Attempts to raise the profes- 
sional standards of gay journalism 
within the GPA _ have fared 
somewhat better, mainly due to 
the homogeneity of most of the 
members. Panels on _ ethical 
guidelines, investigative jour- 
nalism, and creative writing were 
uniform in their approach to the 
gay press: try to be a gay New York 
Times, improve your ad base so 
you don’t fall prey to pressure 
from ‘‘the bars,’’ and buy libel in- 
surance so you can print whatever 
the hell you want. Libel insurance 
was lobbied for by Larry Bush, 
who seems to have a story or two 
that the gay press is ‘‘afraid’’ to 
print: There’ was» little 
acknowledgement of the growing 
influence of advocacy journalism 
in all varieties of weekly communi- 
ty papers across the nation, and an 
insistence that ‘‘activism’’ and 


‘*journalism’’ are at opposite ends 
of a spectrum. 

The workshops on the business 
aspects of running gay publica- 
tions were helpful, although there 
was no discussion about the grow- 
ing number of non-profit publica- 
tions. There was great diversity in 
how the various more tenured gay 
publications havereached solvency. 
Some papers keep small ad bases, 
but attract subscribers, while 
others fare better as give-aways 
with larger advertising bases. This 
phenomenon remains a mystery, 
but it was encouraging to hear the 
creative solutions to the 
vicissitudes of Operating gay 
publications. 

Perhaps the major areas where 
the GPA could effect change, and 
which were some of the original 
members’ agendas, (including 
GCN, which chose not to con- 
tinue its membership after the first 
year) were totally absent from the 
structure and content of this Con- 
ference. Caucuses are organized 
regionally, and so few were the op- 
portunities to re-congregate that it 
was difficult to convene a 
women’s caucus. (A women’s 
caucus did convene inspite of this, 
and issued a statement. They pro- 
mised to recruite women and 
minorities, which once again let 
the basically white male power 
structure off the hook. GPA 
members and gay press non- 
members have pushed the GPA to 
take a stand to advocate recruit- 
ment of more diverse journalists 
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Arson Squad Inaction 
Protested at Fire Site 


By Larry Goldsmith 
BOSTON — Staff and support- 
ers of Gay Community News, Fag 
Rag and the Glad Day Bookshop 
opened the spring demonstration 
season on May 3 with an appear- 
ance at their arson-gutted former 


‘Streetwalkers’ Law 


By Betsy Duren 

BOSTON The No Bad 
Women — Just Bad Laws Commit- 
tee picketed in front of the State 
House on April 29 to protest the re- 
cent passage of HB 5959, a bill in- 
creasing penalties for prostitution 
in Massachusetts and extending the 
law against ‘‘common nightwalk- 
ers’’ to include ‘‘common street- 
walkers’’ in the daytime. 

Signs such as ‘‘We are all street- 
walkers and none of us are com- 
mon’’ and ‘‘Don’t balance the bud- 
get on prostitutes’ backs’’ caught 
the attention of passersby as about 
ten women picketed the State 
House and leafleted employees. 

The weeks before, with the bill § 
on Governor Michael Dukakis’s 3 
desk and Dukakis in the Bahamas, 
the Committee delivered a state- 
ment to his office urging him to 
veto HB 5959. ’‘Under the bill 
...any woman on the street can be 
harassed and arrested for prostitu- 
tion day or night. This will make 
prostitute women more dependent 
on pimps and all women more 
vulnerable to police harassment,’’ 
read the statement. 

The law amended by HB 5959, 
stipulates that ‘‘common. night- 
walkers, common. streetwalkers, 
both male and female, common 
railers and brawlers, . . .lewd, wan- 
ton, and lascivious persons in 
speech or behavior .. .’’ are subject 
to a $200 fine or six months in jail 
or both. 

HB 5959, sponsored by Repre- 
sentative Paul White of Dorchest- 
er, doubles the penalties for prosti- 


elds 





Rona Rothman protesting HB 
5959 at the Statehouse. 


tution, formerly covered under the 
“common nightwalkers’’ statute. 
Also, under the amended law, the 
clients of prostitutes can be charg- 
ed. 

The bill, signed by Dukakis on 
April 25, passed through the legisla- 
ture with almost no media atten- 
tion. 

The No Bad Women-Just Bad 
Laws Committee, a coalition of 
groups and individuals including 
the Rape Action Project, the Men- 
tal Patients Liberation Front, and 
Boston Wages for Housework, is 
now working towards the repeal of 
the amended law. 

According to spokeswoman 
Rona Rothman, while the Commit- 


tee stands behind prostitution as an 
option for women, it opposes the 
economic conditions which force 
some women into prostitution. 
‘We would like all women to have 
the option not to choose it,’’ said 
Rothman. 

The Prostitute’s Union of Massa- 
chusetts (PUMA) has also been ac- 
tive in opposing the bill since its in- 
ception last year. A lesbian prosti- 
tute and member of PUMA. specu- 
lated that the bill’s passage may 
have been largely due to political 
pressure from the Vice Squad. If 
so, she finds their zeal for more ar- 
rests absurd. ‘‘The jails are 
packed...and [prostitutes] are 
committing victimless crimes,’’ she 
said. 

Most women become prostitutes 
due to economic pressure. Accord- 
ing to the PUMA spokesperson, 


“Prostitution is a means for many 
women to reach some sort of mo- 
bility’? and the new law will further 
limit this opportunity. 

Another prostitute emphasized 
the unfairness of the law. ‘‘I work 
in a peaceful profession that gives 
people pleasure and offers me auto- 
nomy, but I’ve always had to worry 
about the legal sanctions, and now 
that worry is going to be inten- 
sified. This bill may have been pass- 
ed to prevent disturbances of the 
peace in given areas at given times, 
but it’s going to affect hookers 
everywhere, most of whom don’t 
hurt or bother anyone,’’ she 


declared. 
Continued on page 11 


quarters on Bromfield Street. The 
occasion was a formal ceremony 
called by city officials and real 
estate developers to designate the 
architecturally significant building 
as a city landmark. 

Fifteen demonstrators arrived a 
quarter hour before the scheduled 
start of the ceremony with plac- 
ards protesting the failure of the 
city’s arson squad to pursue an ac- 
tive investigation of the July 1982 
fire. Protesters also sought to draw 
attention to the significance of the 
building in the history of the Bos- 
ton lesbian-and gay community. 

‘“‘Gay liberation can’t be 
burned, GCN has returned,’’ 
chanted the demonstrators as a 
trio of mounted police accom- 
panied by private security guards 
stood by in the rain. Ronald 
Druker, a major downtown de- 
veloper who owns the building as 
well as numerous other commer- 
cial properties in the city, stood 
with a group of city officials across 
the street and watched as a 
technical crew set up a_ small 


podium bearing the city seal. 
After continued chanting and 
rainfall, however, workers loaded 
the podium and a public address 
system into a truck and the en- 


David Morris 


Street. 


eek. Ged mi 
GCN staff and supporters outside their old offices at 


tourage moved to the nearby 
Orpheum Theater, another 
Druker property. . 

Demonstrators entering the 
Orpheum lobby met a group of 
Boston police and security guards, 
who ordered them off the premi- 
ses. When the protestors stood 
their ground and held up their 
signs, an officer radioed for a 
police wagon and threatened the 
group with arrest. The demonstra- 
tors then retreated to a picket line 
in front of the theater. 

Members of the media, who, 
with the exception of this reporter, 
had received invitations to the 
ceremony on Druker’s stationery, 
then heard a short speech by their 
host. 

“I want to thank you all for 
coming,’’ said Druker with a 
smile, ‘‘especially for coming in 
where it’s safe.’’ The chants of the 
demonstrators outside were still 
audible. 

‘““We would not be here if it were 
not for the unfortunate fire,’’ con- 
tinued Druker, ‘‘but I think that 
one has to look for some good in 
every mishap.’’ Druker then un- 
veiled a plaque commemorating 
the structure as ‘‘a rare surviving 
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Community Voices 


headline hunters 


Dear Editors, Gay Community News: 

The letter (22 Jan.) from E. A. Dioguardia calls 
for strong rebuttal — and quickly, which is not 
facilitated by overseas maining times. 

The issues of man-boy love need more, not less, 
attention from the media — attention which pro- 
vides understanding, not sensationalism. The 
psychopathologists have perpetrated a crime 
against youth by their misuse of the term 
“‘pedophilia’’ to convey impressions solely of ex- 
ploitation, sexual abuse, criminal misuse, and 
unhealthy domination over a defenseless young 
person, none«of which may apply in a pedophiliac 
relationship. 

No youth should be misused, and we have laws 
to protect all ages from all forms of abuse. The 
greatest trouble is that existing laws, far too often 
are used to exploit disadvantaged youth for per- 
sonal aggrandizement. What society most needs 
today is education for our adult population in 
matters of human sexuality so that adults, 
especially parents, may learn how truly to love, 
understand, and encourage open communication 
with children beginning to cope with a developing 
sexual consciousness. 

In some cases, without doubt, youngsters do 
become victims of sexually abuse adults (usually 
members of their own families), and such adults 
should be brought to justice expeditiously. We 
need strictly enforced laws and effectively .ad- 
ministered programs to increase knowledge of 
human sexuality, sex education at all age levels, 
and good counseling services for parents and 
children. We do NOT need the exploitative ac- 
tivities of such psychopathic adults as the Densen- 
Gerbers, Lloyd Martins, Ann Burgesses, and 
headline-hunting prosecutors who, more often 

than not, make brutalized victims of youngsters 
and youth who should be receiving protective 
sustenance from them. 
Sincerely yours, 
Fred R. Methered 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


s 
galic 
Dear GCN: 

Thank you for the nice New Note describing 
the work of the Gay and Lesbian Issues Caucus at 
the recent Democratic State Convention. We ap- 
preciate the coverage! 

However, since the group is now planning its 
role in politics with an eye towards 1984, I 
thought it might be helpful if you could print our 
address for the convenience of those who want to 
get involved: Gay and Lesbian Issues Caucus, PO 
Box 109, Cambridge, MA 02238. 

Thank you 
Jonathan Handel 
Caucus Coordinator 
Cambridge, MA 





GCN Wants to Be at Your Gay Pride 
Festivities. ..but we need your help! If 
you are interested in passing out 100, 
200, or more copies of GCN at your 
Pride rally or parade, please contact us 
today. Urvashi c/o GCN 167 Tremont 
St., Boston, MA 02111. 617-426-4469. 
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Volunteer! 
The AIDS Action Committee is look- 
ing for volunteers for their soon-to-be 
installed hotline. To receive an applica- 


tion and notice of upcoming training 
session, call 536-4995. 
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Marketing Director — 


(formerly Promotions Manager) 
Responsible for designing and im- 
plementing campaigns to increase 
GCN’s subscription and newsstand 
sales. Experience in marketing helpful. 
Full-time. Health insurance and paid 
vacation. Position open now, starting 
date flexible. Resumes and inquiries to: 
Cindy Patton, GCN 167 Tremont St. 
Sth Fl., Boston, MA 02111, (617) 
426-4469. 


FEATURES EDITOR 


Gay Community News is look- 
ing for a Features Editor. Pre- 
vious experience helpful. Re- 
sponsible for soliciting and 
editing articles and book re- 
views, planning special supple- 
ments. Commitment to femin- 
ism and social change. Chal- 
lenging position in a stimu- 
lating environment. Full-time. 
Low salary, good benefits. In- 
quiries and resumes to: Manag- 
ing Editor, GCN, 167 Tremont 
St., Boston, MA 02111. (617) 
426-4469. 





unclear 


Dear GCN, 

The April 30th issue of GCN asks the front- 
page question ‘‘WHAT’S WRONG WITH 
THESE PICTURES?”’ I admit, you got me. Just 
what is wrong? 

The pictures do not seem to illustrate Gay 
Rights in Rhode Island or Massachusetts, the 
Loft, Army or Georgia Sodomy. The illustrated 
figures could be lesbian nuns but what is wrong 
about that. The persons could be disabled; one 
person has a dog which could be a seeing-eye dog. 
Others could have disabilities but this could be 
consistent with the illustration if the disability 
was not obvious. What is left? The pictures do 
show someone who could be dressed as a male, 
however no one who is an obvious child, either 
boy or girl. Is that the answer? 

Perhaps it relates to the article on Ageism 
which is illustrated by stereotypical images of 
older women—sweaters, mother-hubbards, 
canes, etc. Exactly the images that the author 
of the Ageism piece justly complains about. Is the 
answer to the ‘‘what is wrong’’ question that it 
does not clearly identify a person who is old? If 
that is so, does this assume that an older woman 
must dress, lesbian or not, as those persons il- 
lustrating the Ageism piece. 

My answer to the question is that the illustra- 
tions tell nothing about anything. They are un- 
clear, uninformative and murkey. They appear to 
be the type of illustration so favored by set and ar- 
chitectural designers who wish to convey the im- 
pression of a somebody who will mean all things 
to everyone but not mean anything to anyone so 
as to distract from the main focus, the building. 

I hope that the question was just a delayed 
April Fools joke. 

Yours, 
Michael J. Lavery 
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perplexed 


Dear Friends, 

Just today, I observed the following on Locust 
Walk of the University of Pennsylvania: 

About twenty young men in sweat or otherwise 
jockish clothes came out of a fraternity building 
in lock step, each holding the shoulder of the man 
in front of him with the left hand, and a can of 
beer with the right hand. As they marched down 
the walk, they sang this song, to the tune of 
““Moonshadow,’’ accompanied by bumps and 
grinds: 


“I’m being followed by a butt-fucker, 
Butt-fucker, butt-fucker! 

I’m being followed by a butt-fucker, 
Butt-fucker, butt-fucker! 

And if I turn and face the rear 

I’ll get his dick right in my ear, 

And if I turn and face the rear 
Whooah—oaah— 

I won’t have to run anymore! 


I’m being followed by a butt-fucker, 
Butt-fucker, butt-fucker! 

I’m being followed by a butt-fucker, 
Butt-fucker, butt-fucker! 

And if I turn and face the south 

I’ll get his dick right in my mouth, 
And if I turn and face the south 
Wooah—oaah— 

I won’t have to run anymore. 


There was a third verse, which I’m sorry to say 
I can’t remember. Then they marched back into 
the frat house, and that was the end of that. 

I find myself perplexed and fascinated by this 
ritual. | wonder if any GCN readers have ob- 
served similar behaviour in supposedly heterosex- 
ual, faggot-hating male communities. What can 
this possibly mean? 

Curiouser and curiouser, 
Ann Matter 
Philadelphia, PA 


Gay Community News welcomes letters to Community Voices. If at all possible, 
your letters should be TYPED AND DOUBLE SPACED and kept to three pages (or 
less!) in length. GCN publishes all the letters it receives, unedited, on a space- 
available basis, unless they contain personal attacks. Anonymous letters will not 
be published, but names will be withheld upon request. Address letters to: 
Community Voices, Gay Community News, 167 Tremont St., 5th Floor, Boston, 
MA 02111. 




























It Feels Good to sustain GCN, and you get a lot back from us. The 
pledge form below gives you details, and artist Jennifer Camper gives 
you some points of comparison. Sustaining GCN feels as good as... 
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GCN needs to grow to 20 PAGES EVERY WEEK. With your sustaining support, we can do it. 
Please consider becoming a GCN sustainer. You get lots of benefits (see below), and you get 


the satisfaction of seeing the paper you love grow before your very eyes. Thank you to all 
the new sustainers who have responded to our 1983 campaign. 


The 1983 Gay Community News Sustainer Program 
Your pledge (minimum $120 per year) brings you: 


*a one year subscription to GCN © a special invitation to the 


* the quarterly sustainer Second Annual Sustainer Party 


newsletter 
* two introductory gift subs to 


give to your boss, relatives, 
ex-lovers, or friends 


* and the good feeling that 
comes with building a better 
paper and a stronger community. 





CL] I want to feel good! Sign me on as a GCN Sustainer for the next 12 
months. 


L) Well pledge to make quarterly payments of: 


______ $30 ($120 annually) ——____ $100 ($400 annually) 
—____$50 ($200 annually) $ 


CL) Well would like to arrange the following payment plan 


——— sw ee 


: (The minimum pledge is $120 a year)i 
LJ Enclosed is my first installment of $ 


Name* 


eee 


Address 


a EE En TSE REY LR ee 
City State Zip 


*As with all GCN correspondence, your name will be kept strictly confidential unless you 
agree otherwise. May we publish your name in our quarterly newsletter? 1 Yes. O No. 


Please mail coupon and payment to: GCN, 167 Tremont St., 5th Fl., Boston, MA 02114 
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Yanking Them Out 


By Nancy Walker 

I was disturbed to see a review of the biography of Vladimir Horowitz in the Gay Com- 
munity News (Volume 10, Number 39, p. 12). The sex life of an eighty-year-old musical 
genius, one of the greatest pianists of all time, should not be matter for public delection or 
public revulsion. It should simply not be public. I know as well as anyone else that public 
figures cannot be protected /ega/ly from any gnat who wants to write or speak the ‘‘truth”’ 
about them. How dreadful it is, though, that we should rely solely on ‘‘the law’’ to deter- 
mine how we should behave as reasonable humane individuals. 

Horowitz, the book under discussion, is an unauthorized biography with only two 
pages out of over 600 (so the author claims) that discuss Horowitz’ sexual proclivities. The 
writer of this biography supposedly did not intend to make a sensational’statement about 
Horowitz, nor did he intend to use the material as some kind of ammunition in the war for 
gay liberation. Still, if the man is not a perfect fool, he must have known very well what ef- 
fect his book would have. ; 

In his review Michael Bronski says, ‘‘The going rule for biographies is that you can say 
it after they are dead, but never while they are still alive.’ The rule is a good one. It is kind. It 
should be kept. But when people hold nothing dear, nothing sacred, it is impossible to per- 
suade them that they should be either respectful or kind. Those words mean nothing to peo- 
ple who lack a conscience and who care for no one, at bottom, but themselves. 

It was brought out very strongly in the review of the biography that Horowitz was 
unable to concertize for 22 years because of his sexual/emotional difficulties. Any sensitive 
person would have understood from that fact that Horowitz suffered tremendously because 

_of his homosexuality. It should have been a logical assumption, therefore, that Horowitz 
would be greatly pained to have his sexual life exposed for all the world to see, if they want to 
read the book (or maybe just the relevant pages, since they are handily indexed). 

It is not a matter of fact, but of opinion that ‘‘you can’t understand someone’s career 
without understanding their life.’” Nowhere have I seen convincingly reasoned argument 
leading to that particular conclusion, especially in regard to an artist. The reasons why 
Horowitz spent twenty-two years in retirement need not be explicitly delineated in order for 
us to understand the music he did play when he performed or recorded, and to understand 
Horowitz’ career aside from the quality of his performance is of gossip value only; it is really 
not relevant. If all we had were recordings made by Horowitz and did not know who made 
them, the musical interpretations would still be great. If we had never heard of William 
Shakespeare, his plays would still be deathless. It seems to me that all this talk about know- 
ing the work better because we know the workperson’s bathroom habits, is just so much 
voyeuristic claptrap. The work stands by itself. The creator is just an instrument. We don’t 
have to know anything about anyone to appreciate the product of human imagination. 

I know that this issue is not really cut and dried. It matters to me, for instance, that 
Beethoven, whose music is monumental and will last as long as there are musicians, could 
not hear most of his greatest works except in his mind. That fact has made me weep on many 
an occasion. Beethoven did not want people to know about his affliction while he was alive. 
He was courageous, brilliant, and apparently, difficult to get along with. It is not necessary, 

‘however, to know any of those details in order to either love or hate the music. Such details 
are a matter of curiosity and often idle curiosity. My opinion is that it is better to create than 
to gossip, it is better to perform than to criticize; it is better to live a productive life than to 
write biographical material that is harmful to its subject. 

I don’t know if Horowitz is a ‘‘nice guy”’ or a perfectly miserable human being, and I 


don’t care to know. He makes glorious music, and the music is the whole concern for me and ~ 


for most people interested in music. 

Biography itself is an art. Biography is, in effect, fiction. We cannot take any whole 
human being’s entire life, second, by second, and, using no shaping vision, no controlling 
structure, no ‘‘loaded’’ language, present the person to the world. Biography and 
autobiography are always a matter of picking and choosing, eliminating some details, in- 
cluding others, stressing some matters, de-emphasizing others. So, as far as telling the 
“truth’’ goes, what, exacly, is the truth? That something happened on a certain day at a cer- 
tain time does not obligate the biographer to mention it, nor does the mention of it explain 
that particualr events’ significance in the opinion of the subject of the biography. We are all 
so good at passing judgement on other’s lives. We, the biographers, the critics, always know 
better than the poor fool whose life it is. After all, it is only his/her life. It seems to me that 
given our relative ignorance of the insides of an individual other than ourselves, we might 
work a little more cautiously. 

It is only natural for human beings to want to know about other human beings. We can 
derive strength and courage and hope from reading about the lives of individuals who have 
triumphed over adversity. Women need to know about other women, Blacks need to know 
about other Blacks, Jews need to know about other Jews and certainly gays need to know 
about other gays. I am not denying any of that, but the real underlying issue here is the how 
and the when and the what of other’s lives that we take it upon ourselves to expose. 

Biographies which do not deal with the intimate lives of their subjects are not necessari- 
ly, as Bronski implies, ‘‘the Victorian tradition of praise without thought, of adulation 
without evaluation.’’ To praise the praiseworthy seems a worthwhile activity. To praise 
what is not praiseworthy is usually self-seeking. It is perfectly possible to praise or to con- 
demn an act or a work of an individual’s without discussing the individual’s underwear. 

The author of the Horowitz biography says,‘‘Horowitz just happens to be gay and just 
happens to be a great artistic genius. That fact alone is a nice fact: that he’s a great artist and 
that he’s gay’ (italics mine). Gay liberationists are forever pointing to Michelangelo and 
other great figures and claiming them. It’s about time we stood on our own two feet and 
felt proud of who we are, without reference to others. We are gay and, if we like ourserlves, 
we should be proud. 

Horowitz came from an era when it was far more difficult than it is today to come out 
of the closet, though a number of his contemporaries did come out. It would have been 
wonderful if Horowitz himself had decided that it was time to proclaim his sexual identity, 
perhaps as a great gift to other younger musicians for whom such information could give 
hope and courage. Maybe it was Horowitz’ intention to do so at some later time, or to re- 
quest that after his death such material be made public in an attempt to effect some general 
good. That option has been taken away from Horowitz, and by ‘‘exposing’’ him, the author 
of the biography waters down the impact of Horowtiz’ gayness. The value of role models is 
undeniable, it seems to me. But no one is a role model who is yanked by his/her pubic hair 
from a self-imposed closet. 


Community Voices 


no gcn for prisoners 


Dear GCN: 

I am incarcerated in the Texas Department of 
Corrections and currently in my seventh year of a 
twenty year sentence. In the past we have been 
denied virtually all publications and news 
concerning the rights of gays and the gay com- 
munity in general. The Texas Prison System still 
denies us any rights because of our preferences 


I am seeking a way to speak out for the rights of 
gays behind bars in Texas and bring the problems 
we are confronted with each day from obscurity. 
Any information, other publications, or organi- 
zations that may be of help would be sincerely ap- 
preciated. 

My warmest thanks to you for your time and I 
hope to hear from you at your earliest conve 


nience. 
“even though the State has revised it’s laws concer- _ Sincerely, 
ning gay rights and sex between two consenting _ prisoner 


adults of the same sex in the past year. Texas Prison System 





Ever since I became involved in Gay Liberation in Canada, I have felt with no reserva- 
tions at all, that the decision to come out rests with the individual. No one, no matter for 
what reason, has the moral right to drag another human being out of a closet. And there are 
many different kinds of closets. We gay liberationists tend to think that the Great Gay 
Closet is the only one, and that the goal is to empty that closet, no matter what the cost — to 
someone else, since we are already out. 

Think again. We all have something very significant in our lives that we don’t want 
generally known. I know a brilliant, educated man who pretends he is not what he is. He’s in 
a closet. I had a rich friend who hid the fact of her riches. She was in a closet. I know a per- 
son with an incurable fatal disease who is not ready to reveal that to the world. She is in a 
closet. The ‘‘whole’’ truth about a person, even if we could know it, which we can’t, is not 
ours by right, but by the willing cooperation of the other individual. Anything else is morally 
unjustifiable invasion of privacy, and gays, who have suffered so much and come to grips 
with their sexuality in this homophobic society, should be the last people to inflict suffering 
on anyone. 

Though I have often wished that all gay poeple would turn blue at the same moment 
and thereby put an end to our oppression (naive assumption, of course), I do not, never 
have, and never will believe that it is permissible to force anyone out of a closet — any type 
of closet. People’s secrets are theirs, and the fact that someone is a ‘‘public figure’’ does not 
make him/her less a human being, nor does it give ‘‘private’’ figures like most of us, the 
right to probe into their most sensitive areas. 

Even among the outest of the out there are many who were slow to make their sexuality 
public, though they were definitely living as gays. Our very own Eric Rofes, famous author 
and political activist, began his writing career at GCN using the name ‘‘Rogers.”’ 

The decision to come out is easy for those who have nothing to lose, who are either not 
working or are in a field where gayness is not an issue, or who have no family or don’t care 
what their family thinks. For most people, however, that decision is difficult, if not agoniz- 
ing, and it takes every bit of strength the individual can muster in order to walk out of the 
closet permanently and in all aspects of life. Until the gay movement is ready, willing, and 
able to take care of everyone who loses friends, family, jobs or housing as a result of coming 
out, the movement should hesitate long and hard before it exposes anybody. 

And finally, I must state what to me is a tremendous irony that has always existed in our 
beloved movement — our easy willingness to hold out our hands to the well-off among us, 
who tend to be closeted, and expect them to shoulder the financial burden of this movement. 
We expect people to whom we are rude and unkind to pay for the privilege of being ill- 
treated by us. No wonder we as ‘‘activists’’ are losing the respect and support of many 
members of the Boston Gay Community. We want them to give and to listen to us, but we ig- 
nore them and/or insult them on a regular basis. 

Periodically it is important to sit down and rethink some of the rhetoric of the move- 
ment. ‘‘Out of the Closets and into the Streets’’ is a marvelous war cry. | think it is thrilling, 
and I witness its effect everytime I attend a gay pride march. Slowly but surely our army is in- 
creasing, but we who so actively oppose military conscription on the part of our country 
should not draft men and women into our own forces. We can work hard for the movement. 
We can educate the public and our own community to get rid of hatred and self-hatred. We 
have already done that to such an extent that many, many young gays today come out and 
find life much easier and more pleasant than Vladimir Horowitz found his life. 

I understand the yearning for an honor roll composed of gays who were, or are, 
famous. It makes us feel better and maybe it is a selling point we could use in our campaign 
to win gay rights. But if in the course of our battle for freedom we injure our fellows, we 
degrade the very cause we claim to espouse. I have put a great deal of my life into the fight 
for justice for gay people, but if that is not also a fight for justice and kindness to be meted 
out by gays, what is the battle for? 

Bronski says, ‘‘The simple fact is that the very mention of gayness is enough in our 
homophobic culture to cast a pall over an entire life and reputation.”’ If that is so, there is all 
the more reason for Horowitz to have been held up until the subject’s death. 

I believe that it is always correct to do the humanly, kind thing and never correct to do 
the opposite. This is not a political statement. It is not a religious statement, not for me. I 
belong to no party, no religious sect. I belong, however, to the human race, and I must live 
with my conscience. 

It is despicable, in my opinion, to expose the vulnerabilities of individuals who have 
done no harm to others and pose no threat to us as gays or to society at large. It would help, I 
think, if we all examined our actions to determine where they fit in the human scheme of 
things. And those of us who have to bear witness to those actions should not judge favorably 
such items as biographies whose effects will be damaging to their subjects unless their sub- 
jects are indeed evil doers. 

Mr. Horowitz could hardly be considered a man whose life injured hosts of people. His 
is one of the greatest names of this century, and it is unlikely that any movement mogul will 
last as long to do so much for so many as Horowitz has done. We can urge, cajole, coax peo- 
ple to join us, and more and more do as time goes by. But it seems to me very inhumane to 
drag people out of their closets before they are ready. 

There is nothing to be done, after the fact, about the exposure of Vladimir Horowitz, 
but I think it’s important to consider the feelings, the safety, the financial security of people 
who do not share our particular political stand, though they are still very much a part of the 
gay community. Many of these people want to make a meaningful contribution to our 
movement. We should encourage them to do so — in their own time, in their own way. 


“Speaking Out” is part of our continuing effort to provide a true forum of opinion 
for the community. We encourage you to send your ideas, feelings and comments 
to us and we encourage you to respond to any ideas expressed in this space. Sub- 
missions to “Speaking Out” should be TYPED and DOUBLE SPACED, and, if 
possible, held to under 5 pages in length. The opinions expressed in “Speaking 
Out” do not necessarily reflect the views of the newspaper, the staff or the adver- 
tisers. Write clo Speaking Out, GCN, 167 Tremont St., 5th Fl., Boston, MA 02111 








Hustlers Wanted! 
GCN wants people 
distributing papers at 


Have a Question? 
Call the LESBIAN AND 
GAY HOTLINE — 6pm 
to midnight, Mon-Fri. 

426-9371 


interested in 
Gay/Lesbian 


Pride marches around the country. If 


‘you can help us give away 100, 200, or 
more papers, please write Urvashi c/o 
GCN 167 Tremont St., Boston, MA 


O2111...or call us at 617-426-4469. 
Thank You!! 


se nco-bsschanjne- degree diecieeaaessiirPiimdiacegiaapteellvatiasieacaesthanaa seinen aa eT ad Yons9e SECr Dr ve awelA vtinumemond ved ~~ ~ 
Page 6 « Gay Community News, May 14, 1983 








BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS GUIDE 


WOMEN 


NEW WORDS 

186 Hampshire St., 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
(617)876-5310 


WOMENCRAFTS, INC., 
P.O. Box 190, 

373 Commercial St., 
Provincetown, MA 02657 


CINEMA 


ART CINEMA 

204 Tremont St., 
Boston, MA 02111 
(617)482-4661 


SOUTH STATION 
CINEMA 

23 South St., Boston, MA 
(617)423-4340 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


TAPESTRY, Inc. 

20 Sacramento St., 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
(617)661-0248 


GAY AND LESBIAN 
COUNSELING SERVICE 
80 Boylston St.#855, 
Boston, MA 02111 


FENWAY COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTER 

16 Haviland St., 
Boston, MA 02115 
(617)267-7573 


JACK CEMPELLIN, M.S. 
ASSOCIATED 
COUNSELORS 

Salem & Copley Square 
(617) 745-7029 


DENTISTRY 


DR.RICHARD BANKHEAD 
DR. PAUL GROIPEN 
1259 Hyde Park Ave. 
Hyde Park, MA 02136 
(617) 364-5500 





CHIROPRACTORS 


DR. EDWARD COHEN 
Brookline Family 
Chiropractic Office 
1330 Beacon St. 
Brookline, MA 02146 
(617) 734-7744 


INFORMATION/MEDIA 


XANADU GRAPHICS 
143 Albany St., 
Cambridge, MA 02139 


REALTOR 
RACHAEL REALTY CO. 
INC. 


318 Harvard St. #31 
The Arcade Building 
Brookline, MA 02146 
277-0230 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


OASIS GUEST HOUSE 
22 Edgerly Rd., 
Boston, MA 02115 
(617)267-2262 


WATERSHIP INN 
P.O.Box 918 

7 Winthrop St. 
Provincetown, MA 02657 
(617) 487-0094 


GYMS 


NEW ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S GYM 

46 Waltham St. 

South End, Boston, MA 
(617)451-3514 

and 

1261 Cambridge St. 
Inman Sq., 

Cambridge, MA 

(as of April 1st) 


This guide provides a listing of 
gay/lesbian owned, staffed, or 
supportive businesses and ser- 
vices. To have your business or 
service listed (for only $30.00 
per year) call 426-4469. 








A Woman’s Own 


Psychic Seekings ; 


By Andrea Loewenstein 

The author begs her readers’ 
JSorgiveness for the long pause be- 
tween the last episode and the pre- 
sent one. In Her Other Life, she 
keeps it all together by writing 
grants, which have a way of being 
due in the springtime, April being 


the cruellest month and all that. 
x** * 


With a neat flip of her fingers, 
Friday Child folded up her nifty 
aluminum-foil massage table, as- 
semblable into fourteen parts, and 
weighing only a mere 189.7 
pounds, and hoisted it effortlessly 
onto her slim yet capacious 
shoulders. This was her very last 
day as masseuse at A Woman’s 
Own. Let others recommend the 
simplest of dietary replenishments 
or the easiest of stretcheries, only 
to be thwarted by the sloth and in- 
dolence of the vast majority of To- 
day’s Womeen! Let others stand in 


| the hall between clients, a mere 


hostage to the Random Lust of 
passing white-girls, hot to trot on 
their school teacher’s holidays! 
For Friday was tired. Tired of 
her Relationship with Pony High- 
tower, who had returned from the 
parental estate bringing her second 


| cousin, a purebred Shetland, to be 


quartered in Friday’s own massage 





WOMEN’S BARS 


THE MARQUEE 

512 Mass Ave 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
492-9545 


SOMEWHERE/ELSE 


295 Franklin St. 
Boston 


TRAVEL 


FOREX TRAVEL 
76 Arlington St. 
Boston Park Plaza 
482-2900 


423-7730 








TRAVEL 


Phone 482-2900 
76 Arlington St. 
at Boston Park Plaza 
Weekdays 9-6 
Saturday 10-2:30 
One Week WINDJAMMER 
GAY Cruises 
From $425.00 plus air 














Bahamas 5/31 
West Indies 8/30 
Bahamas 10/1 
Virgins 12/20 









ROME from $559.00 
Round trip 
MUNICH from $284.50 
One way 

ATHENS from $559.00 
Round trip 


LONDON ONE WAY 
FROM $179.50 


PARIS ROUND TRIP 
FROM $398.00 


AMSTERDAM ROUND 
TRIP FROM $418.00 


















ALL AIRLINES 
LOWEST PRICES 
NO SERVICE CHG. 


SERVING THE BOSTON 
COMMUNITY SINCE 1964 
elt Cee Mt ela lite 


Economy Minded Agency 













room. Tired of her fling with 
Claire Engelhamburger, who was 
too taken up with her own boring 
broken heart to even appreciate a 
good thing when she had it! Tired 
of her stupid work at A Womdn’s 
Own. Tired even of her Polar 
Puncturitis practice, dearest of all 
to her heart. Everything was going 
dour, and in her bleat mood, Fri- 
day almost failed to notice the slim 


enrobed figure hovering slightly * 


outside its material body and near 
her car. Its puce robes encircled a 
body stangely a-sexual, for, as Fri- 
day was soon to learn, the Swanny 
Moodalia Baba Ganoosh had 
evolved past gender long ago. 

She had been ready to pass the 
swirling figure without a glance 
when she began to feel a strong yet 
incredibly subtle sensation at the 
point she knew well to be the all- 
important ‘‘Kidney Seventeen,”’ 
located precisely at the highest 
elevation of the head, and path- 
way to both heart and soul. Amaz- 
ed, Friday felt the top of her head 
quiver, for all the world as if some 
being was trying to free itself from 
captivity! 

‘Have no fear, Blessed One,’’ 
The enrobed figure emoted reas- 
suringly. ‘‘It is only your pet 
Shrimpl-Yandl. My presence often 
coaxes them forth.’’ Sure enough, 
a small bird, approximately three 
inches in diameter, its soft pearly 
feathers marked .with the same 
puce coloring as the Figure’s 
robes, burst out of the top of Fri- 
day’s afro, and now circled play- 
fully around the Great One’s head. 

‘“‘But—but—’’ Friday -was 
rendered speechless. How was it 
possible, in all her years of 
anatomy and physionomy, not to 
mention polar puncturitis, that no 
one had mentioned the Shrimple 
Yandl? Had someone tampered 
with her morning cup of aromatic 
Herb, causing her to hallucinate? 

“Blessed One!’’ It was the 
figure again. ‘‘Permit me to in- 





troduce myself. | am the Swanny 


Noosh noosh noosh noosh. 

A—men. 

“Ts this shit for real or what?” 
Friday asked herself. She’d sound- 
ed like a baby just learning to talk! 
And she had finished with amens a 
long time ago. Just then the 

‘Shrimp! Yandl swooped low, 


Moodalia Baba Ganoosh. It ‘is 
clear to me that you have an ex- 
traordinarily strong calling! 
Perhaps even now you are ordain- 
ed to be my succesor! Do you 
realize that it takes most people at 
least three years to release their 
Shrimpl-Yandls, and (that only 
after months and months of silent 
meditation, chanting of The 
Chant, 10 hours a day of prolong- 
ed sexual activity without the in- 
dulgence of orgasmic release, and 
a special diet consisting of baba 
ganoosh, bird’s milk, and boysen- 
berries?’’ 

Friday shrucked modestly. 


cent moth-like wings, and Friday 
paused to consider. It wasn’t every 
day a god-damn bird flew out of 
ones head. This dude Baba or what- 
ever had at least seemed to ap- 
preciate her, which was more than 
anyone else was doing these days! 
And it wasn’t as if she had any- 
where else she felt like being. ‘‘Why 
“I’ve done a lot of body-work,’’ not,’’ she decided. ‘‘I’ll check it 
she explained. ‘‘I guess it alladds out. The worst that can happen is 
up.” I'll stay ten minutes and leave.”’ 

“‘Please.’’ The Swanny bent And Friday Child mounted her car 
courteously in her direction. ‘‘] and let The Voice Within her 
must go to the bird-food supplier direct her. surely and without 
now, but I hope to see you at our __ hesitation straight to the ash-can of 
ash-can. For now, keep this the Baba Ganooshian sect. As they 
balanced on your head and repeat approached, Friday’s spirits grew 
The Chant.’’ And he pressed a_ ever lighter until soon her face was 
puce business card into her hand. covered by a blissful (some might 
After he had dissipated away, Fri- call it idiotic) grin. Even the baby 
day examined the card. It bore a Shrimpl Yandl stopped its frantic 
photograph of him on the front, circling of her head and cheeped 
and was engraved onthe back with happily as it approached its 
an address of the ash-can and a Spiritual Home. 
copy of the Chant. Friday read it ae 
aloud once. 


sar - wei 


Meanwhile back at A Woman’s 
Own, Claire Engelhamburger look- 


Continued on page 12 


Baba baba baba baba 
Ga ga ga ga ga 





825-7600 


Save this Ad 10% Discount 
for repairs only 


LESTER’S T.V. 


TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 


Expert Repair 8 TV & Stereo at lowest 
wices ANYWHERE! Outside antenna installa 
ton a specialty Moss Tech Lic 981 


Old fashioned service at an honest price! 
Free Pickup and Delivery 


15 REVERE ST., BEACON HILL 
Boston Tel. 523-2187 


EARN LUNCH MONEY 
SEND YOUR LOVER 
TO PARIS 


GCN is looking for respon- 
sible men and women to 
join our staff as advertis- 
ing representatives. And 

you don’t even have to 
dress up. Call Hershey at 
426-4469 today. 












-“A complete printing service” 


Booklets Stationary Brochures Resumes 
Invitations Business Cards Leaflets etc... 









Ft i 





q N > rs 
Copy Cellar Copy Cellar Copy Cellar 


55 BROAD STREET, BOSTON [617] 542- 8280/825- 6700 







DAVID L. COLLINS, C.L.U. 


Insurance for all your needs 






45 Williams Street 
Wellesley, Mass. 0218) 
235-8500 


Orleans Shopping Plaza 
E. Orleans, Mass. 02643 
25£-2600 












Call Toll Free 1-800-352-3185 





little bear 


= & company 


PSYCHOLOGY OF THE 
IMPLICATE 
Transformation Through 
NEW PARADIGM 
THEOLOGY AS 
THERAPY 


MARION B. CASE, PH.D. 
BOSTON + HUDSON 
PRIVATE INSURANCE 
ACCEPTED 
{617) 568-0680 


e° 


“‘we work like women’’ 









'Women-owned/women-ru 






painting/ plastering 
wallpaper stripping 







touching her face with its efferves- _ 





Film 


Fassbinder’s Finale 


Querelle 


Querelle. Directed and Screenplay 
by Rainer Werner Fassbinder. 
Based on the novel Querelle de 
Brest by Jean Genet. With Brad 
Davis, Franco Nero, Jeanne 
Moreau, Gunther Kaufmann. 106 
min, At the Exeter. 


The Wizard of Babylon: Rainer 
Werner Fassbinder filming 
Querelle. Directed by Dieter 
Schidor. At the Galleria. 


By Michael Bronski 

Querelle, Fassbinder’s last film, 
begins with Jeanne Moreau, — 
looking more world-weary than 
ever — as the madam of a brothel 
reading the tarot of her lover. ‘‘You 
have a brother,’’ she says. Yes, ad- 
mits Robert (Hanno Poschi), but 
we are nothing like one another. 
Suddenly the brother, Querelle 
(Brad Davis), comes into the 
bar/brothel and we are plunged in- 
to an intricate narrative that makes 
vague logical sense, even vaguer 
metaphysical sense, and has almost 
no psychological sensibility what- 
soever. The problems come because 
the basic Genet material has been 
changed enough to lose its 
philosophical underpinnings and 
Fassbinder has not been able to 
create anything new with the ideas, 
plot or characters. 

Querelle is an amoral sailor 
whose charms — mostly physical — 
attract everyone. Lieutenant Seb- 
lon (Franco Nero), the captain of 
Querelle’s ship, is madly in love 
with him and keeps a running diary 
‘on tape of his feelings. Lysiane 
(Jeanne Moréau), his brother’s 
mistress, develops an unsister-in- 
law-like passion. for him. Even 
Robert — despite his protestations 
of distance from Querelle — has an 
unnaturally strong affinity for the 
sailor. Querelle first comes into the 
brothel to ‘deal some smuggled 
opium. He loses a game of dice with 
Lysiane’s husband (Gunther Kauf- 
mann) and after getting fucked by 
him (it’s the rules of the-game) de- 
cides that he likes it and begins to 
take up with men. He kills his 
smuggling partner and then effec- 
tively places the blame for the mur- 
der on Gil (Hanno Poschi, again), 
the only man he has allowed him- 
self to fall in love with. For the re- 
mainder of the movie he is pursued 


by Lysiane, tormented by his rela- 
tionship with his brother, and spied 
upon by Lieutenant Seblon. 

Fassbinder has created a world 
almost entirely of men in Querelle. 
The images and iconography come 
directly from a gay male erotic and 
pornographic imagination. All of 
the sailors wear trousers that are 
two sizes too tight and undershirts 
that look like they were ordered 
from Fredericks of Hollywood. The 
construction workers all seem to 
wear silver hardhats and leather 
vests. The chief of police wears no 
shirt and a sleeveless leather jacket. 
The set is impressionistic, a mixture 
of early German expressionism and 
mid-forties Hollywood fantasy. it’s 
as though Uniform Night at the 
Mineshaft suddenly found itself on 
the set of a Busby Berkley musical. 
Genet’s novels are usually thought 
of us huge masturbatory fantasies 
and Fassbinder’s film conveys that 
feeling of imagined sexuality and 
fantastic eroticism. It’s a Drummer 
centerfold come to life; a world of 
men and muscles, bulging crotches 
and latent violence. 

The world of Genet’s novels is 
definetely pre-Stonewall. The 
homosexuals are exalted because all 
criminals are saints in a corrupt 
bourgeois universe: everything is 
inverted and the most degraded be- 
comes the most exalted. Homo- 
sexuality is degrading, ergo, sancti- 


fying. This all-male world is a uni-ff 


verse unto itself. There is little need 
for women. 

In Our Lady of the Flowers the 
sexes divide into men and drag 
queens; Fassbinder’s Querelle takes 
Genet’s world and makes the rela- 
tionship even more explicit. Quer- 
elle and his brother Robert both 
love and hate one another. It is no 
accident that Gil — the only man 








THE GAY GUY’S GUIDE 
NO. STATION 
CINEMA 2 227-0513 
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“SKIN DEEP” 
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“ROUGH TRADE” 







PARTNERS 
THE GAY DATING SERVICE 


PARTNERS, 
SUITE 400, 437 BOYLSTON ST. 
BOSTON, MA 02116 
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Fassbinder and Querelle (Brad Davis) 





Querelle comes to love — is played 
by the same actor who plays 
Robert. Lysiane wants to sleep with 
Querelle because she is lovers with 
his brother. When they finally do 
fuck, Querelle tells her that he only 
did it to spite Robert, that she 
doesn’t matter at all to him. 
Querelle will let men fuck him be- 
cause he likes it, he will fuck his 
brother’s mistress to get to his 
brother, he will even let himself 
love another man, and at the film’s 
end be loved, and thus saved, by 
Seblon. Throughout the film 


Lysiane becomes more and more 
upset as she realizes that there is no 
place for her here, she is peripheral, 
an excuse for vengeance, and intru- 
sion into the lives of men. 

Genet’s novel was written in the 
late ‘40s and the sensibility does 


not carry over into the film. For 
Genet to be fucked by a straight 
man was to be degraded, thus rais- 
ed above the rest of humanity. 
When Querelle’s title character is 
fucked he decides that he likes it. 
Fassbinder has changed Genet’s 
fable of perversity as salvation into 
a rather sweet coming-out story set 
up as a metaphysical thriller. The 
murder and violence that in the 
Genet novel are offered as 





sacraments here are presented as 
something that Querelle must go 
through to be saved. Though 
amoral at the film’s beginning, 
Querelle finds love and _ self- 
acceptance by the plot’s end. Even 
when he is to commnit his most pas- 
sionate crime — the framing of his 
lover/brother for robbery and 
murder that he himself committed 
— he is ‘‘saved’’ by his guardian 
angel, Seblon, who refuses to let 
him get away with the frame-up. 

Part of the problem with writing 
about Quere/le is that it makes the 
movie sound more interesting than 
watching it actually was. Fass- 
binder’s stylization and /ise-en- 
scene almost work, but there is 
always something a little off, rather 
deadened. There are moments of 
great effect, but suddenly, every 
now and then, the whole thing 
looks a little silly. (This sort of art 
direction is extraordinarily hard to 
bring off. The only success I can 
think of is The Cabinet of Dr. Cali- 
gari, and even that is a little odd.) | 
think part of the problem is that 
Genet is a sensual writer; you feel, 
touch, hear and smell everything. 
Fassbinder’s forte is essentially the 
analytic. The eroticism that seethes 
like rotting meat in Genet’s novels 
is rendered rather dispassionately 
here. The images on the screen are 
all the right ones but there is little 
feeling to back them up, make them 
valid. It’s homoeroticism without 
the eroticism. 


Continued on page 12 
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INFORMED CONSENT: 
Making Appropriate Choices About 


AIDS From An Informed Perspective 


By Jim Fishman and Rhonda Linde 
Mental Health Staff 
Fenway Community Health Center 


Over the past few months the Boston medical and gay 
communities have begun to address the known medical 
facts about Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS). We'd like to summarize what is presently known 
about AIDS and to present a perspective on the social and 
psychological factors involved, so that people can begin to 
think about these issues and make some clear, rational 
choices. 


WHAT IS AIDS? 

‘‘AIDS’’ is the name given to a syndrome which char- 
acterizes a condition whereby the breakdown of a person’s 
immune system leaves him susceptible to a cluster of 
potentially fatal diseases. The normal functioning of the 
body’s immune system is seriously crippled, leaving the 
body vulnerabe to contracting a variety of ‘‘opportunistic’’ 
infections. The two most common diseases to strike AIDS 
patients are Kaposi’s sarcoma (KS), a heretofore rare form 
of cancer, and Pneymocyctis carinii pneumonia (PCP), 
which infects the lungs. Seventy-five percent of those 
who've acquired AIDS have been homosexual and bisexual 
men, with 50 percent of all cases reported in New York City. 

The mortality rate for AIDS patients diagnosed prior to 
April, 1981 is 80 percent. More recently diagnosed cases 
show a mortality rate of 40 percent. As of April 1, 1983, 
the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta has documented 
over 1200 cases of AIDS, 95 percent of which exist in the 
United States. Boston has been documented to have 19 
cases of AIDS officially accepted by the CDC, with 5 
deaths. However, an additional 20 cases are being follow- 
ed which may eventually be classified as CDC cases as 
well. 

While intense research is underway to determine the 
cause of AIDS, none has beendefinitively identitified. How- 
ever, most scientists believe that it is caused by an infec- 
tious agent, which is transmitted in the same manner as 
Hepatitis B, that is, via intimate contact with body secre- 
tions — saliva, blood, semen or sweat. It now appears that 
a 6-month to 3-year, incubation period exists before 
symptoms occur. 

Traditionally, the medical establishment is looked 
toward; to provide answers about illness and to prescribe 
effecive treatment and prevention. Whether or not one is 
ill, a person: usually can alleviate some anxiety about an 
illness by cognitively understanding its cause and learning 
how to secure appropriate treatment. At present this cog- 
nitive tool is not available as a coping mechanism. with 
AIDS. The cause of AIDS is still unknown; the way it is 
transmitted is merely hypothesized; there is no known 
cure for treating the overall syndrome, nor do conclusive 
diagnostic tests exist. 

Because we are dealing with a disease which is probably 
transmitted sexually, and because ae active gay men 





are at such high risk, we need to understand what unique 
meanings sexuality and sexual expression have in the gay 
community. Historically, legal, psychiatric, social and 
religious institutions have passed judgments about the 
consequences of expressing homosexuality. Whether 
viewed as crime, disease, or sin, homosexual expression 
has led to criminal punishment, psychotherapeutic 
‘“‘cure,’’ moral condemnation, social ostracism and 
threatened retribution. Gay men have had to struggle not 
only with societal oppression, but also with their resulting 
internalized self-hatreds. Consequently, many men who 
choose to be gay-identified have already done a great deal 
of psychological ‘‘work.”’ 


ANONYMOUS SEX 

Anonymous sex in the gay male community is the initial 
contact point for many — be that the closeted married man 
pulling over for a ‘‘quickie’’ at a rest stop on his way home 
to the suburbs, or the liberated inner-city gay who fre- 
quents the bars, the baths, or the bushes. This develop- 
ment has been an outgrowth of gay subculture. Whether 
as furtive sexual release or celebrant recreation, gay men 
have created a culture where sex has a special role. 

The phenomenon of anonymous sex is complex. It can 

be an expression of various dynamics: 

(1) Anonymous sex can be a recreational part of a 
well-adapted lifestyle which a gay man has 
chosen for himself, whether he’s single or in a 
non-monogamous relationship. 

(2) Also within this group who openly define 
themselves as gay are those who have trouble 
establishing intimate bonds and who seek a 
certain kind of closeness via anonymous sex, 
which would not involve the anxiety of an in- 
timate, on-going relationship. 

(3) Third, there is the ‘‘compulsive tricker,’’ who 
uses the euphoria of sexual release as ‘‘self- 
medication’? to defend against feelings of 
loneliness, anxiety, stress Sn low self- 
sesteemst ee : 

(4) Fourth, is the highly closeted gay or bisexual 
man, who lives a split life. For him, 
anonymous sex offers a way to gratify his sex- 
ual needs with a minimum of social exposure. 
Anonymous sex feels like his only option. 

With the risk of AIDS, the particular role of anonymous 

sex needs to be examined. Inherent in anonymous sex is 
contact with a partner whose sexual practices and state of 
health and hygiene are unknown. Anonymous sex fre- 
quently involves multiple partners. Thus, both the quanity 
and the anonymity of this type of sex increase the risk. 


REACTIONS WITHIN THE GAY COMMUNITY 
There is a wide spectrum of reaction to AIDS within the 
gay community. On one extreme, some have reacted with 
denial. This denial is a defense against an overwhelming 
fear of death, and involves a refusal to acknowledge even 
the threat of illness. The person who uses extreme denial 


discounts any need to examine the medical risks to his’ 


own health. He views the AIDS crisis as merely another 
moral judgment used to deprive gay man of his sexual ex- 
pression and freedom. He says, ‘‘l’m not changing my 
lifestyle. You’re trying to impose your moral beliefs on me. 
It’s all a ploy of the medical establishment — which has no 
real data.’’ In reaction he may even step up the frequency 
with which he has anonymous sex. 

On the other extreme is the reaction of anxiety and 
panic: a belief that one already has, or will surely contract, 
the disease. Such a person may present himself at a doc- 
tor’s office whenever he believes he has a symptom, and 
cannot be reassured despite the lack of positive symp- 
toms. The persistence of extreme anxiety may point 
towards more general unresolved conflicts about sexual 
activity and homosexuality. Many have internalized social 
and moral judgments that being gay and/or being sexual- 
ly active is sinful. Therefore, the preoccupation with ill- 
ness can be seen as an unconscious expression of guilt 
and the belief that sexual activity deserves punishment: 
‘“‘The Wrath of God’’ has arrived in the form of AIDS. 

Anxiety around AIDS can also be a catalyst for the resur- 
facing of other underlying conflicts. Those who are going 
through such life-stage crises as aging, the end of a mar- 
riage or relationship, leaving home, graduating from 
school or changing jobs may be upset about these issues 
but may not be aware of their feelings. They will infuse 
the AIDS issue with heightened anxiety/depression that 
derives from other sources. Similarly, other people may be 
unconsciously experiencing ‘‘survivor’s guilt,’’ in that 
their heightened anxiety about AIDS relates to their feel- 
ings of guilt over having survived certain fatal events that 
friends, lovers or family have not. These events can in- 
clude wars, suicides, other illnesses and even AIDS. 





These are the two extreme reactions to AIDS that we 
have seen — outright denial vs. extreme anxiety and 
panic. How does anyone along this continuum deal with 
anxiety and feelings? How does he make informed, ra- 
tional decisions about his sexual behavior? 


VARYING DEGREES OF RISK 

The AIDS crisis is forcing gay and bisexual men to re- 
evaluate their lifestyle and may change the ways they view 
their sexuality and sexual identity. 

Based on information we have available to us, these are 
the risk factors involved with sexual activity:. 

(1) | Sex in geographic areas where there is ahigh — 
incidence of AIDS is riskier than sex in other — 
parts of the country. (High incidence cities in 
descending order are:N.Y., S.F., L.A. Miami, ; 
Newark and Boston.) 3 

(2) The greater the number of different sexual 

_- partners; the higher the ‘risk | of acquiring 
AIDS. 

(3) Sex with someone who has many sexual part- 
ners increases one’s risk. i 

(4) | Sexual contact with someone who has AIDS i is 
riskier than with someone who does not have 
AIDS. | 

(5) Sexual contact with someone who has had Sex | 
with an AlDS victim is a risk. 31 

(6) Sexual contact with someone showing precur Z 
sor symptoms of AIDS (swollen lymph glands, 3 
prolonged fever, etc.) is a risk. 

The gay man can choose to avoid some of the above 
risks. If he has access to the above information, he has 
some measure of control. However, there is no guarantee 
that having one sexual contact in none of the above risk 
categories will insure his not getting AIDS. Yet it is logical 
to see what would statistically increase his risk. The sur- 
mised incubation period (from 6 months to 3 years) is such 
that even a card-carrying ‘‘healthy’’ person may be carry- 
ing the disease but not even know it because he has yet to 
show symptoms. Does the healthy gay man then decide 
to abstain from sex totally? 

Traditionally, anonymous sex has made up a substanti 
portion of sexual activity among gay men, and, traditional-_ 
ly, this has meant ‘‘no questions asked.’’ If one chooses | 
anonymous sex in this pure sense, one then has no control 
over, and no information about the sexual practices 
one’s partners. Many who frequent the rest stops or the 
bushes seek this form of sex precisely because there 4 
“‘no questions asked.”’ 

On the other hand, even a single sexual encounter utd 




























friend you've known, who at the time had a clean bill 
health, still may result in your contracting AIDS. There 
an element of chance over which one has ae no 
control. 

This is perhaps the scariest of all. 

Even sexual abstinence is no fool-proof guarantee. Blood” 
transfusions, kissing — even sharing food in such a way. 
that there is a transmission of saliva — may lead to AIDS. 
However, it is still unclear why some people who have. 
been exposed contract it and others do not. | 





The psychological and social implications are many a 
complex. We've addressed the internal dynamics of thi 
confrontation; external reactions have an equal impact. 
The AIDS victim’s friends react, too. In a subculture whe 
sex is so prominent, a person with AIDS may feel like a 
leper, facing isolation and rejection on many fronts. Not 
only may people avoid him for fear of contagion, but also 
he is a vivid reminder of the reality of the AIDS crisis. Thu 
he is shunned. 


i 
PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS I 








__ In times of crisis, victimized groups can usually ban 
together to provide comfort. With AIDS, fellow members of 
the gay community may see each other more as potential 
gents of infection rather than as potential allies. - 
_ Any gay man who chooses to change his activity has to 
fenegotiate patterns of social interaction. If sex was his 
first contact then, what is his first contact now? New 
‘Social institutions and networks have to be created. New 
social skills have to be learned — more traditional notions 
of dating and getting to know someone may replace anony- 
‘Mous sex. Piano bars and conversation may replace ‘‘back 
foom’’ sex. If this path is chosen it will entail a major 
‘social revolution for the gay community. 

AIDS heightens the normal dilemma that gay men are 
faced with in seeking adequate health care. Those who 
have concerns about AIDS might want to evaluate their 
"medical status; however, the closeted gay man who is nor- 
| Mally treated in a straight health facility is now confronted 
with an additional stressful choice: do | come out to my 
Medical provider, and if so, when? 

The person who remains in the closet deprives his medi- 
Cal provider of information essential to making a proper 

assessment. This presents a dilemma between being 
/“*smoked’’ out of the closet before he may be psycholog- 
ically ready, or depriving himself of whatever reassurance 
_he could get through a thorough check-up. Similar dilem- 
Mas occur when deciding whether to come out to col- 
leagues, friends and family, who may be potential sources 
of support. 

Additionally, those who, for whatever reasons, are hesi- 

,fant to reveal their sexual practices, may be concerned 
about protecting those close to them from transmission. 
‘These individuals must make a decision about revealing 
their lifestyles and ‘‘at risk’’ status, so that others can 
make choices as well. 
_ He who has the precursor symptoms or he who’s actual- 
ly diagnosed with AIDS is in the position of having to adapt 
his lifestyle; but how? What responsibility does he have to 
others. Does he continue having sex? Does he abstain to- 
tally or not? Does he even kiss a friend hello? Does he give 
a sip of soda to a friend? Does he donate blood? 


What conclusions do we draw from all these dynamics 
— how does a gay man live his life? 


INFORMED CONSENT 

We'd like to put forth the concept of ‘‘informed 
consent.'’ One meaning of the term has medical deriva- 
tions, and refers to the process by which a person is in- 
formed of the nature of a proposed medical procedure, 
what risks are involved in the procedure, and is clearly of- 
fered a choice to accept or decline participation. Another 
aspect ofour using ‘‘informed consent’’ addresses the 
issue of being a consenting adult in sexual activity. As ap- 
plied to AIDS, these two aspects refer to the need for gay 
men to become knowledgeable about AIDS: to become in- 
formed about the risk factors involved in various sexual ac- 
tivities, and to become aware of personal implications. 

Introspection and scientific fact-gathering must go 
hand-in-hand, as one must be psychologically open in 
order to let in information that may radically alter his way 
of life. Thus, each person has to commit himself to doing 
more psychological work. For some, this may mean 
becoming informed about their own attitudes, beliefs and 
unconscious fears and anxieties — about sexual activity, 
homosexuality and guilt. It may also mean confronting 
overwhelming fears about death and dying. 

This work can be frightening and infuriating. It involves 
fluctuating stages of denial and aceptance, anger and 
despair, anxiety, and ultimately, some personal resolution. 
Each person has to digest the facts in light of his feelings, 
and must formulate his own lifestyle. He has to prioritize. 
He has to separate the ‘‘rational’’ from the ‘‘irrational’’ 
fears; to separate what is realistic from what is hysteria or 
panic or guilt. 


No one can give him a pat formula, a percentage figure, 
an answer. Some may decide to cut down on the number 
of different sexual partners; some may decide to avoid 
traveling to New York City for sex; some may seek mono- 
gamous relationships. Others may ask intimate details of 
potential sexual partners; still others may seek a small but 
consistent group of friends who agree only to have sex 
within that group. 

If not getting AIDS is a priority, yet having a healthy sex- 
ual life is also a priority, then the choice is his and his 
alone to make. Only after going through this process can 
he give informed consent. 

©Fishman/Linde, 1983 





THE AIDS ACTION COMMITTEE 
One group in Boston that has organized to address these 
concerns is the AIDS Action Committee of the Fenway 
Community Health Center. The AAC is a grass-roots organ- 
ization of individuals concerned with the educational, soc- 
ial, psychological and medical impact of AIDS. Projects are 
being planned to form: 
© support groups for AIDS patient 
* support groups for friends/lovers/families of AIDS 
patients 
¢ outreach and one-to-one 
in and out of the hospital 
*. outreach and education to the gay community and 
straight lay and medical communities 
e discussion groups on being sexually active 
e advocacy for more research funding and medical 
coordination of cases. 


support to AIDS patients 


For further information, call the Fenway Community 
Health Center at 267-7573. 

Lastly, if you feel a need to talk to a mental health pro- 
fessional about your concerns about AIDS, the following 
agencies offer gay-affirmative counseling services: 


Fenway Community Health Center 
16 Haviland St. 
Boston, MA 02115 (617) 267-7573 


Gay and Lesbian Counseling Services 
80 Boylston St. Suite 855 
Boston, MA 02116 (617) 542-5188 
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Gay Community News was founded in 1973 by an ad hoc 
group of gay activists who were then meeting at the 


Charles Street Meetinghouse. This newsletter met a 
critical need in Boston’s fledgling gay movement: com- 


munication between groups. When we could not talk 
together, did not know who was out there, we could not 
become an effective social and political force. 

Many things have changed in the last ten years — at 
GCN, in the lesbian and gay community, and in the world 
at large. GCN has strived to stay abreast of those changes, 
and has often worked to make them happen. In this ten. 
part series, we want to share some of the history of GCN, 
its role in Boston, and its relationship to the lesbian and 


gay movement in this country. 





Anita Bryant’s anti-gay campaign was constantly in 

the news. In Boston: the Gay Pride Bible burning, 
the ‘‘Revere Sex Scandal,’’ and electoral political issues; 
nationally: referenda in Eugene, Wichita and St. Paul, 
negative Supreme Court decisions and anti-gay violence; 
and in Canada: mass arrests during bar raids and the pro- 
secution of The Body Politic a// had their impact. Our com- 
munity responded with strength, hotly debating issues, 
forming defense committees, and creating music, literature 
and film. It was a hard year, but one in which we grew. 


think straight 
be Gay 


Volume 5, Number 1 July 9, 1977 
THOUSANDS MARCH, BOSTON CELEBRATES GAY 
PRIDE 

Representatives Elaine Noble and Barney Frank, Jacqui 
Mac, Ann Maguire and Charley Shively spoke at the rally be- 
fore a crowd of 3,000 to 5,000. Shively “in the only 
demonstrative, individual political act of the day, proceeded 
to burn his Harvard diploma, an insurance policy, a section 
of the Criminal Codes of Massachusetts and the pages from 
the Book of Leviticus admonishing against homosexuality.”’ 
This touched off eight weeks worth of letters and Speaking 
Outs, which hotly debated Shively’s acts. 

Bruce Voeller, Co-Director of the National Gay Task 
Force speke at a Gay Pride Week Town Meeting. 


Vine 5 covers a year filled with controversies. 


Volume 5, Number 2 July 30, 1977 

BOSTON — The editorial offices of Gay Community 
News have been the victims of harassment by persons claim- 
ing to be affiliated with the ‘‘South Boston Defense 
League.’’ ...On the morning of June 27, GCN staff 
members observed six holes presumably caused by bullets or 
pellets in the front window of the newspaper offices on 
Bromfield Street. 

Also reported in this issue was the murder of Robert 
Hillsborough, a gay man stabbed to death outside his Mis- 
sion District (S.F.) apartment by four men shouting 
“faggot.”’ 


Volume 5, Number 4 July 23, 1977 

The cover story was MEN, WOMEN, SONG AND 
BESSIE SMITH, with reviews of the show Me and Bessie, 
playing at the Charles Playhouse, and Bessie, a new 
biography. 


Volume 5, Number 5 July 30, 1977 
CITRUS COMMISSION RENEWS BRYANT’S CONTRACT 
GALLUP, HARRIS POLLS SHOW GAY RIGHTS SUPPORT 

BOSTON — In what is believed to be the most extensive 
week of programming around the issue of homosexuality 
ever attempted by an American television station, Boston’s 
WBZ-TV (Channel 4) will produce a series of programs on 
the subject of ‘‘Gay Rights, Who’s Right?’’ Later issues 
reported that the station got positive viewer response on the 
shows, and that WBZ won a New England Emmy for the 
series. 


Volume 5, Number 8 August 27, 1977 
“‘Outrageous’’ opened at the Orson Wells and there was half 
a page of photos of the 1270’s birthday party. 


Volume 5, Number 11 September 17, 1977 

WASHINGTON — The United States Internal Revenue 
Service, (IRS) appears to have dramatically reversed its poli- 
cy regarding the granting of tax deductible status to gay or- 
ganizations. Within the past month the IRS has given such 
tax privileges .. .to both the NGTF’s Fund for Human Dig- 
nity and Lambda Services Bureau. 

And who can forget the headline: LESBIAN SEAGULLS 
DISCOVERED OFF CALIFORNIA COAST 


Volume 5, Number 16 October 22, 1977 

BOSTON—After three days of sometimes acrimonious 
debate both on and off the House floor, the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives killed H.3676, a bill banning 
discrimination in public employment on the basis of sexual 
preference. The final vote on the bill, which had 
narrowly cleared the Senate in June, was 93-129. 

A classified ad congratulated Mousie, Mousie, who got 
her Ph.D. 


Volume 5, Number 17 October 19, 1977 

DES MOINES, IOWA—A gay activist hit singer Anita 
Bryant in the face with a strawberry-rhubarb pie on Oct. 14 
as the anti-gay crusader was holding a press conference here. 

Elaine Noble announced that she probably would not run 
for re-election after a redistricting plan virtually merged her 
district with Barney Frank’s. And in his column, Talking 
Politics, David Brill’s analysis of Noble’s handling of the gay 
rights bill and her relationship with both House liberals and 





leadership and with Gay Legislation touched off another 
violent storm of letters and accusations. 


Volume 5, Number 18 November 5, 1977 
MONTREAL, Canada—Dressed in battle fatigues and 
carrying semi-automatic M-16 weapons, a special squad of 
Montreal Police raided a gay leather bar last Friday evening, 
arresting 135 men. This issue also carried a review of In the 
Best Interests of the Children, a@ film on lesbian mothers. 


Volume 5, Number 20 November 19, 1977 
SAN FRANCISCO—Veteran gay activist Harvey Milk 
was swept into office on Tuesday in a hotly-contested race 
for San Francisco’s Board of Supervisors. 
The Naked Civil Servant, Quentin Crisp’s autobiography, 
was reviewed. 


Volume 5, Number 22 December 3, 1977 

HOUSTON—Resolutions favoring lesbian rights, the 
Equal Rights Amendment, and a host of other feminist 
issues passed overwhelmingly at the International Women’s 
Year Conference. 


Volume 5, Number 23 December 10, 1977 

BOSTON—GCN has announced major staff changes and 
the appointment of four new people to the staff of the 
newspaper. The article went on to give brief biographiesof 
the new staffers and those changing positions. 








Volume 5, Number 24 

Last week Sporters observed its twentieth anniversary as a 
gay bar. The celebration party was the occasion of much 
reminiscing about the origin and history of Sporters. GCN 
ran a long piece on its evolution. 


December 17, 1977 


Volume 5, Number 25 December 24, 1977 

BOSTON—A committee of outrage has been set up here 
to protest the indicting of 24 men in what the straight media 
has ‘‘erroneously been calling a boy sex ring.’’ The Boston/- 
Boise Committee has charged that the media, led by the 
Boston Globe and the Boston Herald American, have head- 
lined the arrests of 15 of these men in a ‘‘libelous manner.”’ 

GCN ran an editorial on ‘Morality, the Press, and the 
Law”’ and there was a Speaking Out ‘‘In Defense of Boy 
Love,’’ by Tom Reeves. Also in this issue were Richard 
Burns’ first GCN byline,“‘It Was a ‘Big Splash’ at the 
Aquarium”? (about a fundraiser for Gay Legislation and the 
Gay Business Association), and Eric Rogers’ gay Christmas 
carols. 


Volume 5, Number 27 January 14, 1978 

TORONTO—On Friday, Dec.30, the operation of the 
highly-respected Canadian gay liberation journal, The Body 
Politic, was effectively shut down by a police raid on its of- 
fices. The raid is viewed by members of the collective as a 
political response to a feature article entitled ‘‘Men loving 
boys loving men.”’ 

BOSTON—The telephone “‘hotline’’ that was set up to 
obtain information on the alleged ‘‘boy sex ring’’ has been 
dropped. Instituted by the Suffolk County District 
Attorney’s office, the line was discontinued on orders from 
D.A. Garrett Byrne. His decision came following the class 


action suit brought in Massachusetts Superior Court by 
members of the Boston/Boise Committee. 





Volume 5, Number 30 ‘February 4, 1978 
NEW YORK—Mayor Edward Koch has banned discrim- 
ination against homosexuals in all city departments and 
agencies, including the Police and Fire Departments. Ful- 
filling a pledge made in his first day in office, Koch told 
newspeople that, ‘‘All we are doing is not discriminating.” 
This issue also contained coverage of an open forum called 
by Boston/Boise, a center spread on the Men’s Child Care 
Collective, and a report on Am Tikva’s first birthday. 


Volume 5, Number 32 February 25, 1978 

February 18 marked the only issue GCN has missed 
publishing, as the Blizzard of '78 had closed Boston. We 
picked up again in this issue with a center spread and a 
Speaking Out on gay prisoners. 


Volume 5, Number 37 

Over 100 men were arrested in a two week period at the 
Boston Public Library. Most of the arrested men were not 
engaged in actual sexual acts, but merely talking with the 
plainclothes officer, yet police records showed that charges 
included open and gross lewdness, indecent exposure, un- 
natural acts, and even prostitution. At a community 
meeting, held at the GCN office, plans were made for a pro- 
test demonstration outside of the library. 


Volume 5, Number 40 April 22, 1978 

BOSTON—Superior Court Chief Justice Robert M. 
Bonin’s appearance at the April 5 fund-raising lecture by 
Gore Vidal to benefit the Boston/Boise Committee has 
sparked a raging controversy in all branches of Massachusets 
government that may lead to Bonin’s removal from office. 
Officials of the Boston/Boise Committee reacted angrily to 
press coverage of the Vidal lecture. BBC co-chairperson Rev. 
Edward Hougen, in a press conference on April 7 at the Arl- 
ington Street Church, reiterated that the BBC is not a 
defense committee. Hougen emphasized that the 
committee’s only purposes were to insure a fair trial for the 
defendants and to end the attacks upon gay people that have 
surfaced in recent months. 


Volume 5, Number 41 April 29, 1978 

“Word is Out: Stories of Some of Our Lives,”’ a 
documentary film by Mariposa Film Group, opened in 
Boston. 


Volume 5, Number 42 May 6, 1978 

ST.PAUL,MN—An “‘angry and hurt’’ gay community 
here has vowed to ‘‘not stop fighting for our rights as human 
beings,’’ after the voters in St. Paul repealed the four year 
old gay rights law by a nearly 2 to 1 margin. 

Also in this issue were stories on the referendum scheduled 
for May 9 in Wichita on the fate of that city’s gay rights bill 
and on the attempt by two Seattle police officers to put a 
similar initiative on the ballot. 


Volume 5, Number 43 May 13, 1978 
BOSTON—Rep. Elaine Noble formally announced her 
candidacy for the Democratic nomination for U.S. Senate on 
Thursday evening, April 25, at the Park Plaza Hotel. 
Also a headline) VERMONT WOMEN MARCH TO 
‘RECLAIM THE NIGHT’ ' 


Volume 5, Number 50 July 1, 1978 

BOSTON—Some three to five thousand people marched 
and rallied on a sunny Saturday afternoon, June 17, in the 
Eighth Annual Celebration of Lesbian and Gay Pride in this 
city. Kate Gyllensvird, who is with Lavender Resistance, 
opened the rally explaining that simultaneously, a rally in 
support of the struggle of blacks in South Africa was hearing 
solidarity expressed with the Lesbian and Gay Pride Celebra- 
tion. 
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GPA 


Continued from page 3 

(at least women and third world 
people) not just to the GPA, but to 
set guidelines for affirmative ac- 
tion for all the publica- 
tions. 

The GPA has also failed to take 
an active role in advocating for 
better coverage in the straight 
media. While numerous other 
groups locally and nationally lob- 
by in this area, a unified gay press 
might best be suited to monitor 
straight media. But the diversity of 
the gay press makes us disagree 
among ourselves as to how certain 
stories should be handled. The 
essential, ongoing discussion of 
the role of the gay press and how it 
relates to the gay and straight com- 
munities was absent from this 
gathering, except as a by-product 
of more specific discussions of 
ethics or libel. 


Arson 


Continued from page 3 


example of the mid-19th century 
Boston Granite commercial row.”’ 

Next, Druker presented Robert 
Ryan, director of the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority. 

“Ron Druker and his family 
have played a role in Boston 
development for years,’’ said 
Ryan, ‘‘and his sensitivity and his 
determination to work with the 
Landmarks Commission I think 
should be commended.”’ 

A prepared statement dis- 
tributed at the ceremony further 
quoted Ryan as saying that ‘‘we 
have a happy ending — and a new 
beginning — a proposal that will 





bring new life to this old 
building.’’ 
Also participating in the 


ceremony were Marcia Myers, 
executive director of the Land- 
marks Commission, Roger Lang, 
a member of the commission, and 
Lee Slayton, vice-president of Jor- 
dan Marsh department stores and 
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The most valuable aspect of this 
conference was the networking 
and quiet dissent. At nearly every 
panel, GCN and other smaller 
non-profit papers and many 
writers raised questions about the 
direction of the GPA and the gay 
press. Most of these questions 
have been raised before, and have 
almost become a code for those of 
us who aren’t so sure we want to 
become New York Times clones. 
A diverse gay press is extremely 
valuable in expressing the needs 
and evolution of as enigmatic a 
group as “‘the lesbian and gay 
community.’’ To create a wire ser- 
vice which networks people to 
computers and to develop a code 
of professionalism both require 
great discussion, one which incor- 
porates many voices, many ways 
of being lesbian and gay. 


president of the Downtown Cross- 
ing Association. 

As the participants thanked the 
media and prepared to leave, GCN 
asked if anyone present could 
comment on the status of the arson 
investigation. 

“I think I can answer that,’’ 
said Boston Fire Commissioner 
George Paul, who had been stand- 
ing on the sidelines. Paul said the 
arson squad had found no evi- 
dence indicating the cause of the 
fire. ‘‘The fire is still in our files as 
a fire of indeterminate origin,’’ he 
said. A source in the fire depart- 
ment, however, has told GCN the 
fire ‘‘was definitely the work of a 
professional.’’ 

Asked by a reporter if the recent 
spate of suspicious fires in down- 
town Boston might point to a 
problem of arson-for-profit, Paul 
replied, ‘‘We don’t have any par- 
ticular evidence of any arson prob- 
lem, but that’s a possibility.’’ 
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At this conference, the leader- 
ship of the GPA avoided address- 
ing the political and pragmatic 
criticisms of the organization. In- 
deed, they avoided conflict 
altogether. It was shocking that 
there was no mention of A.I.D.S., 
for example. There could easily 
have been a panel where editors 
shared their decisions about cover- 
ing this difficult issue, and discuss- 
ed the role the gay press might play 
in the future. 

As Joe DiSabato steps down, 
and a new board is elected, many 
of us continue to question bearing 
the financial burden of a no- 
results organization. The GPA has 
again failed to address three years 
of criticism and has no convincing 
answer as to why we need them. 


Streetwalkers 


Continued from page 3 

She also pointed out that the new 
prostitution law also affects gay 
male prostitutes and their clients. 
Men engaging in activities which 
formerly have been handled under 
the sodomy law may find them- 
selves facing prostitution charges, 
she said. 

Under the new law, police need 
not charge a person with intent to 
sell or buy sex in order to arrest her 
or him asa‘‘common nightwalker”’ 
or a “‘common streetwalker.’’ They 
have great latitude to arrest whom- 
ever they please. Lesbians, more 
likely than other women to be ‘‘un- 
escorted’’ by a man, are particular- 
ly vulnerable to arrest or other 
harassment under the provisions of 
this law. 

For more information, contact 
The No Bad Women — Just Bad 
Laws Committee, Box 94, 
Brighton, MA 02135. 





_. Have a Question? 
BOSTON LESBIAN AND 
GAY HOTLINE 
6pm-Midnight, Mon-Fri 
(617) 426-9371 
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Continued from page 3 

tificially inseminated Flournoy in 
their home. Or maybe [the judge] 
reasoned that Lynn was in fact the 
parent of the child.”’ 

Loftin is listed on Sparkle Flour- 
noy’s birth certificate as the father, 
according to newspaper reports. 

GCN could not determine by 
press time whether Flournoy is at- 
tempting to deny that Loftin has 
any parental right to visit Sparkle. 
Flournoy’s attorney, Karen Ryer, 
failed to return numerous phone 
calls made to her office by GCN. 

Mainstream media coverage of 
the dispute has been distorted by 
homophobia, said Donna Hitchens 
of the LRP. Newspapers have re- 
ported, however accurately or inac- 
curately, that Loftin calls herself 
Sparkle Flournoy’s father; these re- 


\ 
Libana | 
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and other origins 


Everyone is welcome! 








GRAPHICS 


¢ Visual Display Terminals with floppy disk memory 
¢ Layout and Design Service and Consultation 


e Camera Ready Mechanical 


143 Albany Street, Cambridge 





LOOKING AT 
USED CARS ? 


Before buying one, bring it to 
us for a complete evaluation. 
$20. for 4 or 6 cylinder cars — 
$5. extra for V-8, van or A/C 
(with this ad). If you would like 
a woman mechanic to work on 
your car, please say so when 
you make your appointment. 


J.&S. AUTOMOTIVE 
277 Northampton Street 
267-0300 


661-6975 


CHASE MOVERS 


gran 


- Reasonable Rates 

- Reliable 
2 men 
Evenings & Weekends 
(617) 923-1299 


WATERSHIP 


IN 


Relaxed atmosphere 
Central location 


N 


Complimentary continental breakfast 


OFF SEASON SPECIAL 


Stay 3 nights, get the third night free 7 Winthrop St. 


or stay a week, get 50% off: 


Innkeeper: Jim Foss 


P.O. Box 918 
Provincetown, Mass. 02657 
617) 487-0094 





Dream Weekend for two in Provincetown. .. 
Cobalt & Vermillion autographed by the rea/ Nathan Aldyne... 
A Squash Game & Breakfast with Larry DiCara... 

East Boston Italian Cooking for six, served in your home... 
Autographed Photos of Cagney & Lacey... 
signed copy of the Tsongas Bill, the Federal Gay Rights Bill... 


Theatre... 
Sox tickets... 
the Hungry!... 


pound smoked turkey... 


Susan Robbins, Artistic Director 





ports have heightened anti-lesbian 
sentiment among straight people, 
according tc two staff people at 
LRP. 

““It was a textbook conventional 
marriage,’’ said attorney Morse. 
“*Lynn would go to work and come 
home and give Bobbie her pay- 
check, and Bobbie would buy the 
groceries and pay the bills and give 
Lynn an allowance.’’ 

Morse added that Sparkle Flour- 
noy ‘‘considers Lynn her parent 
and looks to her for guidance and 
support.’’ 

Last week the court sent the case 
into mediation. If Loftin and 
Flournoy cannot agree out of court 
on a visitation schedule, the case 
will be tried later this year. 

— filed from Boston 


A celebration of women’s creative work and spirit through 
traditional music and dance of Celtic, Eastern European, 


All concerts are at 8:00 pm. 


Friday, May 13, 1983 

St. Paul’s Cathedral 
Tremont Street, 

on the Boston Common 


Saturday, May 14, 1983 

First Church Congregational 

11 Garden Street, Cambridge 
This location is wheelchair accessible 
Friday, May 20, 1983 

Old Cambridge Baptist Church 
1151 Mass. Avenue, Cambridge 


Admission: $5.50, and $4.00 
for Unemployed and Elders. 


Season Tickets to the New Ehrlich 


Red 
Dinner for 2 at 
a15 
a framed & 

a 4’ long 


panoramic view of the 1979 March on Washington for Lesbian & Gay Rights... 


an Evening of Drinks for two at Buddies... 
Brunch for four at the Ideal... 


Romano’s... 


autographed by poet May Sarton... 
tion at the Andrews Innin Vermont... 


a 10” chocolate cake from 
A Winter Garland, a rare book, 
Season Tickets to Theaterworks... 
Subscriptions to GCN, Drummer, Lesbian 


a Vaca- 


News, First Hand, Christopher Street, Focus, New York Native, the Advocate, 
The Body Politic, The Washington Blade, In These Times, South End News, 


Honcho, and Mandate... 
Concert in Avery Fisher Hall... 
Tickets to the Boston Ballet... 


Poster ... 


May 13, 1983 
Friday, 7:30 p.m. 


LENOX HOTEL 
Copley Square 


BOSTON LESBIAN AND 
GAY POLITICAL ALLIANCE 


Autographed photo of Rita Mae Brown... 
Sheriff Dennis Kearney... 
Sack Theatre passes... 


Newport... 


Pizza from Amy’s Pies... 
Stained Glass by Jim Anderson... 
for four at Fritz... 
Poems, autographed by Adrienne Rich... 
a day of Golfing... 


Leather... 


the Harvard Sq. Theater... 
Membership at the New England Women’s Gym... 
haircuts from Norman of Boston and Koala 
A personally signed copy of Mayor White’s Executive Order banning 
The Ann Bannon books from 
Lobster Savannah Din- 


Andros... 


Lamp from Children’s Workshop... 


Bear... 


discrimination against gays in city government... 
Dinner Party for six at Cafe Calypso... 
ner for: six catered in your home’ by Robert Soltario... 
many, many more items, services and surprises. 


Naiad Press... 


Publications... 


Handcuffs... 


Erotic Photographs by John Preston... 
a Bag of Goodies from Innovations in 


Lily Tomlin poster... 


Neon Art from Communications. . . 
An original copy of $tud, autographed by Phil 


Orchestra seats to NYC Gay Men’s Chorus Gay Pride 
official Gay Olympics 
Alterations from Tokyo Blues... 


HORS D‘OEUVRES 
Cash Bar 


$5 DONATION 
247-3910 


bi/gpa 


BOSTON LESBIAN AND 
GAY POLITICAL ALLIANCE 


Breakfast at the Ritz Carlton with 
Get-away weekend at the Brimley Victorian in 
Weekend at the Andrews Inn in Vermont... 
Tom Wilson’s latest record, All-American Boy... 
Wall Hangings from Fabrications... 


Dinner 
Twenty-one Love 


Passes to 


a Gladys Goose 


Books from Alyson 
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LAWRENCE D. FARRELL 
LICENSED THERAPIST 


HEALTH TIP 


WHEN TROUBLED AND 
UPSET ASK YOURSELF 
“WHAT WILL SERVE ME 
BEST?” 


Individual and 
Relationship Issues 
Special Interest and 


JACK CEMPELLIN, MS 


Licensed Therapist 


745-7029 


Salem + Boston Offices 


INSURANCE ACCEPTED 


Experience 
Working With 
Black Men and Women 


482-0557 By Appointment 
Insurance Accepted 












GARY BUSECK and 


STEPHEN ANSOLABEHERE 
ATTORNEYS 








income tax 

criminal & civil trials 

injury claims 

partnerships/corporations 

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
426-9244 

2 Park Square, Boston, MA 02116 


landlord/lease problems 
wills/probate 

real estate transactions 
relationship contracts 


542-5188 


Gay & Lesnian Counseling 
Services 


Formerly the Homophile Community Health Service 
A licensed mental health clinic serving gay men 
and lesbian women since 1971 


80 Boylston St., 
Suite 855, 
Boston, MA 02116 





Licensed Clinical Psychologist _ 
«Dr. Scott E. Borrelli 


Individual Psychotherapy Couples Counseling 
Stress/Anxiety Reduction Relief from Depression 
Health Insurance Accepted 


617) 246-3275 


2 Park Squre, Boston, MA : oo 
339 Salem Street, Wakefiel MA 


















ATTORNEYS ATLAW 











® Relationship Contracts 
e Wills 

© Domestic Relations 

® Corporate Matters 


® Immigration 

© Civil @ Criminal Litigation 
© Real Estate Transactions 

® Estate Planning 








Two Park Squaree Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
617-426-2020 












FENWAY COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTER 


| 16 Haviland St., Boston, MA 02115 267-7573 


= == Mon-Thurs. 9am-9pm Friday 9am-6pm_ Sat. Yam-5pm 
| =— Wed. 6:30-8pm Walk in VD Testing & Treatment 
Services Include 


* Specialty care including minor surgery, dermatology, infectious diseases, 
gynecology, podiatry (including sports medicine), nutrition, family practice, and 
psychiatry 


© Board certified gay and lesbian Physicians and nurse practitioners available 


e You can now get Hepatitis-B screening and vaccine. 









* Barrier free © 24 Hour Physician On Call Service 
* Patients needing to be hospitalized are admitted to the Beth Israel Hospital 

* Nationally recognized specialists in the diagnosis & treatment of sexually 
transmitted disreases 


12 YEARS SERVING THE GAY/LESBIAN COMMUNITY 








healthy teeth ... ‘. 
they're a team effort . 


WARD, Rizzo & LUND 


e 
Seekings 
Continued from page 6 


ed in vain for her favorite 
masseuse. Soon her eyes were at- 
tracted by Ivy Littleneck’s latest 
masterpiece, hanging from the 
diving-board. 


WITHOUT GOODBYE 

How could you leave without a word 
To those who loved your healing touch? 
How could you leave without a note 
To those who liked you oh so much? 
Our tears they spill, our tears they flow- 
Oh Friday Child, we miss you so! 


Startled and upset, Claire ripped 
the poem savagely off the board 
and dandled it in front of Ivy. 
“‘What’s the meaning of this?’’ she 
demanded. 


Fassbinder 


Continued from page 7 

The film also seems slightly dis- 
jointed and ill at ease with itself. 
This may be because Fassbinder 
died before post-production was 
completed. Originally written and 
shot in English, the production 
company decided to dub it in Ger- 
man for its final release. (This was 
partially due to the fact that the 
English dialogue was much too 
frank and explicitly sexual for a 
mass release, but the official ‘‘ex- 
planation’”’ from Columbia is that 
an art film markets better when it is 
not in English.) It is difficult to 
know what choices Fassbinder 
would have made. There is also 
some awful, heavenly choir music 
throughout that seems silly and 
totally inappropriate. Much of the 
problem seems to be a tug of war 
between Genet’s material and sen- 
sibility and what Fassbinder is try- 
ing to do with it. Perhaps if he had 
been able to oversee the whole pro- 
ject the film would feel more com- 
_plete. 

Something that is glimpsed every 
now and then in Querelle and which 
makes thematic sense in light of 
Fassbinder’s last spate of films, is 
the position and status of women. 
Unlike the resourceful Maria 
Braun, the clever Lola, the stead- 
fast Lili Marlene, or the victimized 
Veronika, Querelle’s Lysiane, at 
times, seems as intrusive to the film 
as she claims to feel herself. Most of 
the straight press have chalked up 
the character to some sort of miso- 
gyny on Fassbinder’s part. Because 
the movie is overwhelmingly about 
men’s passion for one another, Ly- 
siane is seen as de trop, set among 
them to be ignored and humiliated. 
But I think that this underestimates 
Fassbinder’s use of Genet in a mod- 
ern context. Besides articulating the 
film’s main theme in a recurrent 
nightclubish rendition of Oscar 
Wilde’s ‘‘Ballad of Reading 
Gaol’’—‘‘Each man kills the thing 
he loves’’—Lysiane’s presence 
highlights, puts into relief, the 
world of men. In Sexual Politics 
Kate Millett explicates Genet’s 
novels in terms of their male/ 
female dynamics and the tensions 
between male dominance and bond- 
ing. At the film’s end a distraught 
Lysiane begins to read Robert’s 
tarot again. She lays out theCeltic 
tree again and begins to laugh, 
rather hysterically. ‘‘I’ve made a 
mistake,’’ she says, ‘‘a mistake, 
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Richard R. Bankhead, DDS 
Paul O. Groipen, DDS 
1259 Hyde Park Avenue 
Hyde Park, MA 02136 

617 364-5500 





“I don’t know,”’ Ivy told her. 
“Just like the poem says, she up 
and left. All her things are gone and 
everything. She had a massage 
scheduled with me, too.’’ 

“‘Miss Engelhamburger!”’ It was 
Marcie Linguini, falling over her 
body in her eagerness to be of help. 
‘*I saw Friday this morning as I left! 
She was talking to this wierd guy in 
a dress. He looked like one of those 
Hairy Krishners, you know, Miss 
Engelhamburger? Only there was 
this little bird flying around his 
head.”’ 

Claire’s head whirled. Could it 
be — could it really be that her Fri- 
day had tangled herself up with the 
cult of the Baba Ganoosh? A cult 


you have no brother,’’ Suddenly a 
spectoral Querelle appears at the 
barroom window and then disap- 
pears. Has the entire movie been 
Lysiane’s fantasy/nightmare of 
male bonding? Is it Fassbinder’s 
way of putting his homage to male 
love and rituals into some sort of 
broader context? Or is it just a 
misogynistic flipup showing how 
cumbersome women are in the 
world of men, interfering with their 
self-discovery and coming out? 
Unfortunately, Querelle is not 
\done well enough to be called ‘‘am- 
biguous;”’ it feels too confused and 
mis-thought out to make a com- 
plete statement about anything. 
Dieter Schidor, the producer, has 
told the NY Times that he finds 
Querelle ‘‘frightening, without any 
hope, reflecting the desperateness 
of Fassbinder.’’ This seems a very 
odd reading of the film. Fass- 
binder’s films, even the ones that 
end tragically like Jn A Year of 
Thirteen Moons and The Marriage 


of Maria Braun, show a basic op- 


timism about the human condition. 
Querelle, more than the others, 
seems to be decidedly upbeat by the 
end. It’s clear that Fassbinder was 
taking, chances here, especially in 
the style and ambiance of the film- 
ing. It is too bad that this stylization 
did not work as well as his efforts in 
The Bitter Tears of Petra von Kant, 
for all its flaws a masterpiece of sus- 
tained camerawork. Critics, and 
the film’s promotional material, 
seem to want to make this ‘‘Fass- 
binder’s final statement.’’ It isn’t. 
If he had lived Querelle would have 
been just one more film in an amaz- 
ingly prodigious and productive 
career. Taken as a whole piece, 
Quereile is not as successful as most 
other Fassbinder films, but if it is to 
be called a failure, it is certainly one 
of his most ambitious and interest- 
ing. 

Since his death there has been a 
plethora of Fassbinder releases, 
revivals and_reconsiderations. I 
suppose this is to be expected since 
people finally had a chance to catch 
their collective breath and look at 
all the work he had done. The 
hoopla surrounding the release of 
Querelle plays right into this press- 
agent dream attitude: Fassbinder, 
in his death, had finally become 
truly marketable. Even Columbia, 
the co-producer and distributor of 
Querelle, was hoping for a really 
mass-marketable film this time. In 


Albany Law 36, Cornell Hosp. 0 
Albany Law 14, Manhattanville 8 
Boston A's 4, Valley Women 0 
Boston B's 0, Valley Women 0 
Hrtfrd Wid Rs A's 7, Prtind 4 
U.M.O. 4, UConn 0 

EASTERN RUGBY FOOTBALL 
UNION CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Beantown A's 20, U.VA 0 
Florida State U. (winner), Iris 
(scores unavailable) 
Fiorida State 14, Beantown A's 0 
(finals) 

Beantown A's 18, Iris O(2nd pi.) 








sO mysterious that only its bird- 
food supplier knew for sure 
whether the dreadful rumours were 
true! Rumours of. . .sex with birds! 
Not to mention still other practices, 
too revolting for these virgin pages! 
Were these rumours The Truth 
or merely another effort of the 
mass media to besmirch the Down- 
trodden and Different? Well, she, 
Claire Engelhamburger would find 
out, and soon, too! For with the 
possibility of a Rescue ahead, her 
heart gladdened. It was Friday 
whom she loved, Friday who need- 
ed her, and Friday whom she would 
find, or her name was not Claire 
Engelhamburger!!! 


the wake of all this comes The 
Wizard of Babylon, a documentary 
of the making of Querelle. What 
could conceivably have been a fas- 
cinating study of an artist comes 
across as a creepy, necrophiliac ex- 
ploitation of both Fassbinder and 
his work. The film features a 12- 
minute interview with Fassbinder 
done hours before his death. He 
looks bored and annoyed at the silly 
questions and deeply tired. The rest 
of the film looks like home movies 
on the set of Querelle. There are in- 
terviews with the principal actors, 
but with the exception of Jeanne 
Moreau—who is always interest- 
ing—they are superficial, uninfor- 
mative and wasted. It is interesting 
to see some of the filming and the 
dialogue spoken in the originally in- 
tended English, but it is not enough 
to justify a 90-minute documen- 
tary. I suspect that when Querelle 
seemed as though it might not be 
the breakthrough film it was in- 
tended, producer Dieter Schidor 
(who also directed Wizard) decided 
to slap together this documentary 
as added protection to secure some 
public interest. There was a lot of 
money resting on Querelle—as 
Fassbinder became more famous he 
had access to better and more fund- 
ing (like Hollywood) but it came 
with a whole new set of expecta- 
tions—and people were running 
scared when they realized, especial- 
ly after Fassbinder’s death, that 
they had a very odd, quirky, and 
queer movie on their hands: no La 
Cage Aux Folles, this. 

The Wizard of Babylon takes ad- 
vantage of Fassbinder’s death to 
create myths and misconceptions 
about him for the sake of pro- 
moting Querelle. It is also very 
unflattering to him, but in a way 
that feels exploitative rather than 
truthful. Fassbinder was apparently 
a fairly awful person, according to 
a fascinating article by his friend 
Kurt Raab in the I/i/lage Voice of 
May 3, 1983, but Wizard of Baby- 
fon offends not because it is inac- 
curate, but because it is exploita- 
tive. It is also a poorly made film: 
people are interviewed and we have 
no idea who they are, quotes from 
Genet are tossed in to fill silences 
and offer some ersatz profundity, 
and the whole film has little shape 
or substance. Schidor speaks of 
himself as Fassbinder’s friend. 
With friends like this no wonder 
death comes at an early age. 


WILLIAMS TOURNAMENT 
Ist Round 
Dartmouth 12, B.U. 0 
Middlebury 10, Amherst 0 
U.N.H. 8, Mt. Holyoke 0 
Williams 4, Mt. Holyoke 0 


2nd Round 
Middlebury 8, Williams 0 
U.N.H. 8, Dartmouth 0 


Finals 
Middlebury 7, U.N.H. 0 


Consolation 
B.U. 16, Amherst 3 


COLBY TOURNAMENT 
Bowdoin 16, Bates 0 
Colby 9, Bates 5 
Bowdoin 8, Colby 4 (finals) 
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Punk Mary Gemini 


Punk Mary Gemini. By Mary 

Gemini, Cassette tape. Available 

trom Mary Gemini, Box 96, West 

Lebanon, NY 12195. (518) 

794-8536. Sorry, no price is listed. 
By Maida Tilchen 

For those lesbian women who 
are listening to more new wave and 
punk music than women’s music; 
and for those women’s music 
devotees who are starting to feel 
not only out of it, bat maybe even 
a bit bored, a new talent has ar- 
rived who is able to bring together 
some of both worlds. She is Mary 
Gemini, and her self-produced 
cassette, Punk Mary Gemini, is a 
most exciting new direction for 
overtly lesbian music. 

Mary Gemini, who has decided 
to drop the ‘*Punk’’ from her 
name since releasing this cassette, 
isa unique and versatile per- 
former and writer. Her music is in- 
tense, and her lyrics hit you witha 
te,.e and imagistic impact. In the 
song ‘‘Crimes of the Culture,’’ she 
sings in a threatening yet appealing 
voice: 

Don’t absorb it, 

don’t let it pull you in 

It will make you a victim, 
make you a victim of the crimes 
of the culture 


There’s a definite paranoid tone to 
this album, but one that is perhaps 
justified by realities, as in’ the 
following lyric: 

1 ain’t got no job, 

| ain’t got no job 

I ain’t got no job 

"Cause of the way that I’m 
thinking. 

On ‘*Psychopathic Mutation’’ she 
advises: 


Oh you women 

Fight back with more than love 

and more than hate 

because there is psychopathic 
sional around Yous.) +i 

_ Mary Gemini’s tape also reveals 
another side of her, which is con- 


cerned with love, but not in the 
same emotional sense usually 
found in women’s music. For ex- 
ample, she has a kind of soft-rock 
ballad that exaggerates the love 
song milieu so much that itends up 
rather bent, as in the lyrics 

It’s more than lust 

I got a cravin’ for yuh... 

Her song about a_ break-up, 
‘*Janie Come Back,’’ includes the 
chilling lines 

Sitting at the station 

With a ticket in your hand 

Already you're a stranger 

With a face that looks like 

stone. 


What may or may not be parody 
also turns up in Mary Gemini’s 
lyrics, particularly in two songs 
that seem to mock the lesbian com- 
munity. One is about that scourge 
of lesbian feminists, sugar: 

Please do not mind me 

Sugar makes me crazy 

When I cannot get a bite 

1 wanna whip my dog 

If | have more sugar 

1 seem to lose control 

1 overdose, | overdose 

Iam an addict, 

I] have an addiction 

Sugar makes me crazy. 

In another song, which she per- 
formed clad in leopard skin on the 
daystage at the Michigan 
Womyn’s Music Festival this past 
August: 

| hate men 

except for my fathers and my 
brothers 

and a few special others 

| hate men 


_ Sometimes even my fathers and. 
» my-brothers .. «0° 


It is my feeling that both **Sugar’’ 
and ‘*l Hate Men”’ are parodies, 
because of their extreme exaggera- 
tion, but I’m sure many listeners 
will have a different opinion of the 
songs. 

Another mood of this tape is 
displayed in a long instrumental 
piece, ‘Meditation on How to be 
Happy.’’ It is an_ excellent 


meditative piece using a variety of 


instruments, predominated by an 
organ-like sound that is not tritely 
religious, but very spiritual. As an 
instrumentalist, Mary has an ex- 
cellent sense of what sounds good, 
and she doesn’t overdo it. Unex- 
pected surges of sound keep this 
piece very stimulating. 

The instrumental backing on the 
whole tape is excellent. Even 
though the lyrics and the style are 
generally ‘tpunk,’’ the album is 
never noisy or assaultive. Mary 
Geniini is a highly-skilled musician 
who knows how to achieve the 
musical effects and moods she 
needs without abusing the instru- 
ment or the listener. She plays all 
the instruments on the tape, inclu- 
ing acoustic and electric piano, 
Moog rogue synthesizer, and man- 
dolin. She also does all the vocals. 
The tape was not mixed in a 
studio, but was recorded as per- 


formed, often with two. in- 
struments being played 
simultaneously. Mary has two 


degrees in music, one in classical 
piano performance and the other 
in electronic music and composi- 
tion, and these two diverse styles 
are well-synthesized on_ this 
unusual and very worthwhile 
cassette. I recommend it highly. 


i 7) 


What We Did While 
Waiting for the Moon 


What We Did While Waiting for 
the Mood. An album by Mimi 
Jones, Sherry Pedone, Deb 
Huston and Julia Woods. 
Rebecca Records, 83 Dartmouth 
Street, Boston, MA. $8.25 plus 
$.50 per album postage and hana- 
ling. Also available at New Words 
and other stores. 
By Maida Tilchen 

Women from the Boston area 
will be thrilled to hear many of 
their favorite local musicians on a 
new album, What We Did While 
Waiting for the Moon. And, 
women from everywhere else (plus 
male listeners, I’m sure) will be 
delighted by an excellent album 
that will introduce them to many 
fine new performers. 

What We Did While Waiting for 
the Moon is the first album releas- 
ed by Rebecca Records, a new in- 
dependent record company owned 
by musician/MC/come- 
dienne/producer Maxine Feldman 
and recording engineer Karen 
Kane. It features four acts: Mimi 
Jones, Sherry Pedone, Deb 
Huston and Julie Woods. Many 
other local musicians do back-up 
work on this album, including the 
ubiquitous Bachelorettes. The 
overall production of the album is 
very fine, with very professional, 
pleasant and clear sound that gives 
a fine showcase to some outstand- 
ing individual performances. 

“Mimi Jones’? is a trio act, 
featuring the sisters Jacqui and 
Nanette Ciano, with Michelle 
Willson as lead singer. They have 
quick tongue-twisting lyrics. I’m 
not always sure what the lyrics are 
about, but I enjoy them immense- 
ly. For example, in their song 
‘*Blue Whale,”’ their message of 
nuclear/environmental disaster is 
so non-rhetorical it is almost un- 
noticeable, but the song still works 


well: 
I’m sittin’ starin’ down the bar- 
rel of a straw 
and it won’t be the rust on the 
razor blade that kills you. 


It’s an almost silly song with a 
catchy rhythm. | also enjoyed their 
‘*Eye of the Storm’’: 

I was impatient 

] was enchanted 

Rain-drenched and skeptical 

of all the seeds that I’d planted 

Sherry Pedone’s pieces are in 
quite a different mode, more folky 
and literal. In ‘‘Bag Lady,’’ she 
sings of her feelings about viewing 
that unfortunately common sight 
in the city. In the upbeat ‘*You’re 
the One I Love’’ she gets a merry 
bouncing sound from_ her 
autoharp, with a bluegrass banjo 
accompaniment ~by Jess Leary. 
Maggie Rizzi backs her up with 
some nice bass work. 

Julie Woods, a black woman 
musician, has a very pretty, clear 
singing voice and lots of range. 
Her music is heavy on the lyrics, 
and reminds me a lot of Therese 
Edell’s mellow album, From 
Women’s Faces. On *‘Stolen Ap- 
ples,’’ a pleasant love song, she 
has an effective conga back-up by 
Cheryl Lafollette. Ann Myers 
plays back-up flute on ‘‘Julie’s 
World,’’ a piquant song about a 
friend who died. 

Deb'Huston is a sophisticated 
songwriter with a sultry voice who 
is turning out some _ very 


memorable songs. Like Mimi 
Jones, her images and emotions 
are complex and ephemeral, but 
very familiar. In her ‘‘Blues tor 
Peggy Lee,’’ she sings 

It’s teniporary, it can be scary 

it’s what we do when we got no 

place to 20 
money isn’t where the truth is, 


let’s face it... 
Deb is backed up by a big band 
sound — Paula Galitano, Renee 


Purnell, and the Bachelorettes do- 
ing back-up vocals. Karen 
Baldassare plays on ‘‘Blues for 
Peggy Lee.’’The whole effect is 
very lush and perfect for Deb’s 
torchy style. When I listen to 
Deb’s songs, | keep imagining that 
it’s a lonely, rainy Saturday night, 
and I’ve stopped in at a rather 
disheveled hotel to get out of the 
cold, and inside | find a marvelous 
piano bar where lesbians are play- 
ing their hearts out for lesbians 
with broken hearts. In the midst of 
all those tears, is Deb Huston, 
crooning 

I’m right here where you left me 

I’m the touch that you thought 

was only the wind 

rushing past you. 

It’s always a pleasure to see local 
musicians get an opportunity to 
make their work more permanent, 
and I hope that Whar We Did... 
will bring a much larger audience 
to these talented women. Even if 
you haven’t seen any of these per- 
formers at Maxine Feldman’s 
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Punk Mary Gemini 


Having difficulty coming out? 


Maybe you want to change 
things but don’t know how. 
CHANGE is what Social 
Therapy is about. 


Social Therapy is a progressive 
approach to coming out in a 
homophobic society. 


The Boston Institute for 
Social Therapy and Research 


sliding scale 524-7710 










Treatment of: 


TAX PREPARATION 
AND PLANNING 
FINANCIAL COUNSELING 


MARJORIE E. POSNER 


8 RICHARD AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 


492-4234 





Dr. Jonathan D. Stein | 


Chiropractor 

Neck and shoulder pain, 

Headaches, Low back pain, Bursitis, Acute 

and Chronic Musculoskeletal 
resulting from occupational 
nervous tension. 

Evening Appts. Available, 232-7200 

375 Harvard St., Brookline, MA 


conditions 
stress and 


ACTIVE, SHORT-TERM THERAPY FOR 


RELATIONSHIP ISSUES 


Serving the community since 1976. 


We develop an individual program of therapy, explain it to you in 
detail, and then encourage you to evaluate your own progress 


toward specific goals. 


Our licensed staff consists of psychologists, social workers, and 
psychiatrists. For information call 262-9116. 


Information-Evaluation-Referral Service 


Insurance accepted. 


behavior 
associates 


45 Newbury Street, Boston 
Near the Arlington Street MBTA 


Specializing in short-term, problem-focused therapy 


DIABETIC DELIBERATIONS 


DIABETIC COUNSELING BY A DIABETIC 
Pe ici bean ea ela 


* EMOTIONAL LIBERATION 
PEGGY KAPLAN (617) 492-8444 





Oasis Club, or Somewhere, or at 
the New England Women’s Musi- 
cal Retreat, I’m sure that anyone 
looking for an album of good 
women’s music will enjoy What 
We Did While Waiting for the 
Moon. 








GAY MALE THERAPIST 


Individual & Couples 
Psychotherapy 


Sliding Fee 
Insurance Accepted 


Charles F. Hannagan, M.A. 
262-4194 


Classifieds 
PERSONALS 


MOUSIE MOUSIE WILDFLOWER 
| guess we have to tell the truth. 
| tried it otherwise but sooth 
is still the better thing to tell. 
We are, and have been, doing well. 
The past few weeks were fiction—al 
and nothing has been wrong at all 
Twixt Mousie and her Porcupine. 
The fault, | fear, has all been mine. 
| did not know this little saga 
Had serious readers in Chicaga 
and in Demoines and in Dakota 
and California and Minnesota. 
| thought this was a private note 
To Mousie, not a thing that smote 
the hearts of many caring folks 
so | guess | gotta dispense with the jokes. 
My April fool’s was a little late 
and an impish spirit did dictate 
the wickedness | wrote with laughter 
in my head, but no thought after. 
A couple of people | wanted to jolt 
but | hadn’t intended a thunder bolt 
to strike kind people | do not know 
who care that we are loving so. 
To them | would apologize 
and promise that never again no wise 
will Porcupine write fiction here 
about the flowering mouse, so dear. 
So, Mousie, you were right again. 
| have to mind both mouth and pen 
and if | want to write a story, 
| can’t in this here territory. 
This turf, it seems, is truly thine. 
| love you. All my love, Porcupine. 

TO THOSE WHO CANNOT READ 
Of my acquantances who have decided 
that what was written by Porcupine 
meant Mousie was flopping into other 
beds ae The fictional 





Mouse was off on a journey, perhaps, . 


had walked out, perhaps, had done 
something, leaving Porcupine lone- 
some and hoping for a return. But there 
is no way Mousie would be the least bit 
interested in bed with a_ stranger. 
Maybe conversation, and maybe fed up 
with Porcupine whose quills mess up 
the living room floor. As for the dear, 
sweet people who followed the adven- 
tures with affection, | thank them and 
tell them that this particular stupidity 
will not be repeated, Yes, Virginia, there 
is a Santa Claus. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY, TED 
LOVE, CHRIS 


UNO UNO UNO 
Thanks for the note. Hope you find the 
ad satisfactory. Of course you are 
welcome to come for the weekend. Do 
you still have the key? 


HI, DRIP DRY 

Your love of laundry is amazing. If you'd 
scrub me with half the zeal, I'd be ready 
at any time to peal or peel? As it is, | 
love your suds. . .Squeaky Clean. (42) 
Help!! Lost my place to live in Portland, 
ME & need a place to stay. | am a pre- 
operative M-F transsexual, living as a 
woman. Can pay up to $2 50/mo rent 
beginning 6/1/83. Don’t have much 
money this month. Need place now. 
GCN Box 660. (42) 
LF sks playmate (28-45) for good times: 
romancing, dancing, camping, travel- 
ing. Hopeful for a fun-filled relation- 
ship. NH-MA area. GCN Box 661. 








(43) 





| WANT TO BE A FATHER 
| am a GM skng a GF w/whom | can en- 
ter a legal ritn'shp to produce a child 
whom my lover & | can raise. No curio- 
sity seekers, pls. GCN Box 662. (43) 





IF YOU LIVE IN: 
BRIGHTON 
CHARLESTOWN 
CHINATOWN 
EAST BOSTON 
HYDE PARK 
MATTAPAN 
NORTH END 
ROSLINDALE 
ROXBURY 
SOUTH BOSTON 
WEST ROXBURY 
We're throwing houseparties for 


gay neighbor to meet gay neighbor 
for support & socializing. A good 
way to meet others who live in your 


part of town. Confidentiality is 
assured. These are not considered 
to be lesbian/gay neighborhoods, 
but we know lots of us live there. 
Contact Boston Lesbian/Gay 
Alliance Neighborhood Project, Box 
65, Back Bay Annex, Boston, MA 
02117 with your name, phone num- 
ber, address and neighborhood. Or 
call 247-3910. 





Interested in starting a group for les- 
bians who have been victims of the 
mental health system. Please call Ann 
522-0587. (42) 


This prof GWF is ‘very interested in 
meeting GF, 25-35 in the Boston-Cape 
Cod area. This woman will be preppy, 
witty, self-assured, non-butch, under- 
standing of the straight world & 
capable of admitting vulnerability. 
Someone to grow comfortable with. 
GCN Box 659. (42) 


GWM 32 Ikng for uncut GM 20-50 must 
be clean. I'm 5'6" brwn hr. Send tel # & 
photo, no fems. Boston & N. Shore 
area. All ads contacted. GCN Box 657. 

mice tte) 
Are you out there? Do~ you need to 
laugh, need to cry, need to talk. So do |. 
There must be a better way of meeting 
new people other than in bars, | hope 
this is it. GF 30+ Ikng for .... 277 
When | find it I'll know. If you feel the 
same, let's talk over dinner. GCN Box 
658. (43) 





WebWork, a contact and friendship net- 
work for women-identified women in 
New England. Send SASE to Box 131-G, 
Calais, ME 04619. (44) 


CELEBRATE GCN’S 10TH BIRTHDAY 
The big celebration is Friday Night, 
June 17 at the YWCA in Copley Square, 
Boston. Please come to Boston for the 
party and the other special events! 





National gay contact club — men and 
women. SASE: Dean Enterprises PO 


Box 26044 San Jose, CA 95159. Low’ 


rates. Confidential. Mustbe 18+. (38) 


OLD-TIME GCNers 

Former staff members, editors, board 
members, volunteers, writers. We want 
to put you on our 10th Birthday Mailing 
List to keep you informed of our plans 
as they unfold. Send yr current name 
and address to “10TH BIRTHDAY COM- 
MITTEE”, GCN, 167 Tremont St., 
Boston, MA 02111. This week we want 
to hear from the founders and early 
workers on the paper — anyone from 
the Meetinghouse Days! If you have old 
photos, memorabilia, documents, or 
funny stories, send them to our Birth- 
day Committee Chairperson, Eric Rofes 
at 74r Fayerweather Street, Cambridge, 
MA 02138. All items will be preserved, 
displayed, and returned (if you wish) or 
included in the soon-to-be-established 
GCN Archives! 


T-SHIRT FREAKS 
GCN’S special 10th birthday T-Shirt 
(and poster) will be availabe on May 1. 
Watch the paper for details! 


GOT A NOSE FOR NEWS? 

AN EYE FOR VIEWS? 
You too can become a counterculture 
Clark Kent and/or Lois Lane. GCN is 
looking for a few good news reporters 
to cover city and regional beats outside 
of our own little Boston. We can’t pay 
you a cent, but you'll get a nifty press 
card and all the social-climbing advan- 
tages of being able to identify yourself 
as a reporter for GCN! All this PLUS 
you'll get to talk to the charming and 
suave news. editor. Don’t wait! Call or 
write today!! Contact Sue at GCN, 167 
Tremont St., Boston, 02111 or dial (617) 
426-4469. 








S & M Phone Sex 
The Nation's First S & M Hotline 
A unigue telephone experience 
Call the Connecter (415) 346-8747. (42) 
BY MY MISTRESS’ PERMISSION 
This submiss heavy GF sks F'dom for 
leather scenes, SM, humil, FF. Wid love 
to worship yr bik leather boots & Irn to 
serve you. My limits can be expanded 
by a tough sexy mistress. Relationship 
possible. GCN Box 652. (42?) 
Italian-Irish GM 39 6’ 175 Ibs dark hair & 
mustashed quiet computer prf new to 
gay scene & skng handsome yng man 
for friendship & affection. Honest & 
sincere reply GCN Box653. (43) 


HELP KEEP ABORTION LEGAL! 
The Coalition for Reproductive 
Freedom is sponsoring a pro-choice 
poster campaign on the city subway 
system. A donation of $7 will keep one 
pro-choice poster on the MBTA for a 
month. Contributions should be sent to 
the Coalition for Reproductive 
Freedom, P.O. Box 686, Jamaica Plain, 
MA 02130. (c) 





STAVO-LOCA: 
‘Te echo de menos muchisimo! Nos 
vemos pronto. Hasta entonces: 
;muchos besos y guaguishes! PUTITO. 
: (c) 
Roses are red 
Violets are bluish 
It's exciting to be 
Both gay and Jewish 
| know it’s peculiar 
But | wanna cheer. 
Let's hear it for ethnic 
Let’s hear it for queer! 


Non-visible disabilities & chronic ill- 
nesses support group for lesbians now 
forming. Boston area. 628-9777 or 
628-7371 for more info. (40) 


If you wish to respond to a GCN Box 
number in any of our ads, send to GCN, 
167 Tremont St, 5th Fl, Boston, MA 
02111, Attention: Classifieds Box 


ROOMMATES 


EASY LIVING PELHAM NH 
Considerate resp funloving LF sks 
same to share 1 fam hs, own rm share 
other rm quiet setting $60/wk inc utils 
pls frp! pool Irg yard. Must be seen. Call 
5-6pm (603) 635-3645. (42) 
LF sks same for Inman Sq. apt warm in- 
dep over 26 pref, Irg pleasant space 
200+ avail immed. Pls no smkrs. Until 
midnight Jennifer 625-5934. (42) 
Responsible LF drug & booze free 4 
quiet & pleasant spacious 2 br Dorch 
Ashmont Red Line avail immed 165+ 
util Barb 825-6326. (43) 


HOUSEMATES WANTED 
3 LF & 1 BiF sk 2 F for coop hse nr Cen- 
tral Sq for June 1. $140 & $180 w/ht 
politically aware & supportive env no 
smoke 876-7529. (43) 
2 LF & 2cats sk 1 non-dogmatic LF non- 
smk pref 4 |g 3 bdrm W Soml apt nr T. 
Off-st pk, 165+. Easygoing personality 
a must 623-3701 for June 1. (43) 
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Watertown hse of 4 GM sks a mature in- 
telligent & enthusiastic 5th to live in 
supportive cooperative environment. 
June 1. 923-0695. (38) 





SUMMER SUBLET 

3 LF 23+ sk 4th LF to sublet rm in 4 
bdrm apt, 6/1-8/31. Som, nr Inman Sq. 
$190+ util. No smkg, pets 776-2007. 
Keep trying. _ eee DY SC 
LF sks resp indep F for beaut 2 bdrm So 
End apt safe sunny 2 stories close to T 
& bus. No cigs $325 approx June 1 lv 
message 424-6384. (44) 
3 LFs Ikng for 2 more to build warm 
stable home in comfy JP house wi/ 
character, porches, yard, garden; share 
food chores, nr Pond, Arbo T. Avail 9/1 
or pos earlier. $165 + . No more pets, no 
smkrs. 522-9760. (44) 
W. Somerville—LF 27 sks responsible 
LF to share roomy 2 br apt. $250/mo + 
sec & util. Nr. buses. Smoker OK. Avail 
immed. 623-6762. (46) 


HISTORIC SEASIDE APT 

GWM 25 skng rmmt to share nice 2 
bdrm apt in Salem MA 3 frpls exposed 
brick/beam ocean view 1808 historic 
hse $215 + 2 util Rick (617) 741-0006. 

(42) 
JP coop hsid sks woman for May 1 
opening summer sub wi/fall option Irg 
home nr T & pond 180+ 522-7466 or 
Lisa 732-1260. (42) 
Quiet, prof GM 28 sks rmte to share apt 
in Wat, Arl, Bel area. Wd move into ex- 
isting apt, have one cat. Lkng to move 
7/1. Dan 628-5637. (42) 


GM RMTE WNTD, POSS RELT 
Arl, priv home Ikng 4 reltshp, me 47, 
6'6” 185 ave Iks beer levi smk type. U 
25-35 ave Iks slim. 150/mo + ¥2 util, 
must hip paint & clean. 646-0303. (42) 














Very spacious, attractive LF hse. 
Garden, frpl, yd, 12 min walk to Hvd Sq. 
Share semi-veg food. For May & June. 
Nancy, Emily 782-0599. (42) 


Prof emplyd M, new to area, Ikng to 
share house/apt. Location: West of & 
incldng Newton. Jon (215) 222-2704 or Iv 
mess at (215) 336-3893. (42) 


GWF sks 2 GF prof nonsmkg for 
beautiful mod apt in Brookline. No pkng 
but nr T $165 htd avail 6/1 no pol actv 
pls 738-0630 after 7 pm. (42) 


RESORTS 


P’TOWN CONDO 
Cozy 1 bed duplex in East End on Brad- 
ford fully furnished & equipt except 
towels & sheets. Quiet location pkng 
$175/wk in May, $225/wk in June, 
$250/wk July. Max 2 people, small sec 
dep req. (617) 236-1292. __ (42) 


THE RETREAT 
Formerly Falls Village Inn 
A place for women, rooms in old col- 
onial home, 3 fireplaces, pool, tennis 
court, woods, river, reasonable rates. 
Women owned and managed 
For resv call (203) 824-7479 








(44) 


Charming lakefront cottage on Crystal 
Lake, Enfield, NH. 2 brs, shower bath, 
FP, sandy beach. $200/wk. (603) 
632-7146. (8-4) 


Buccaneer private bath TV near dis- 
count stores ocean McDonalds. Free 
coffee exercise bike weights 40 ft warm 
indr pool. US 1, 3 mi N Ogunquit, 
$20/cpl offseason. (207) 646-2140. (39) 
Martha's Vineyard 
By day wk season May thru Oct. 
For info send biz size SASE to: 

PO Box 993 Oak Bluffs, MA 02557. 

(43) 


Classified deadline, Tues. noon. 


prepaid. No ads accepted by phone. GCN is a 
include area code with phone 
numbers. All apartment ads, even if you rent space in 
your own home, are business. Make check or M.O. 
payable to Gay Community News, 167 Tremont St., 


national paper, 


5th Fl, Boston, MA 02111. 


Business: $6.00 per week for 4 lines (35 units per 
line), 50¢ for each additional line. Headlines are $1.00 


for 25 units. 


Non-Business: $4.50 per week for 4 lines (35 units per 
line); each additional line 25¢. Headlines 50¢ for 25 


units. 


Box numbers are $1.00 for 6 weeks, you may pick up 
mail at the GCN office Mon.-Fri., 
your mail forwarded, the rate is $4.00 for 6 weeks, 
$6.00 for 3 months. Mail is forwarded at the end of 


the 3rd and 6th weeks. 


Name 


Gabriel’s 104 Bradford St, Province- 
town, MA (617) 487-3232. For women & 
their friends. Guestrooms & effeciency 
apts. Hot tub. 1 bik frm cntr of town. 
Open year round. (TN) 


WOMEN’S SUMMER GUEST HOUSE 
May 29-July 24. Spacious, beautiful 
sountry home in West Mass on lake, 
Veg meals. Come alone or w/your 
group. Reasonable rates. Brochure: 
Womanthyme Box 109 Goshen MA 
01032 (413) 268-3142. (45) 


RIDES 


Pd lie Ae ee ee 
LF sks rider(s) to SF in June. Low 
budget, share driving/expenses. For in- 
fo (617) 782-8025 or (207) 772-1515. 
Route, travel time, stops negotiable.(43) 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


WOMYN'S GUEST HOUSE 
Coastal Maine — funky, comfortbl, 
reas rates: work exch avail. Make reserv 
early! Write Sea Gnomes’ Home Box 33 
Stonington, ME 04681 for brochure. (TN) 


Spending a wkend in NYC? Stay at 
Womyn’s Bed and Breakfast, located 
central Manhattan. Pvt bdrm, shared 
bth $18 single, $20 dble. Reservations: 
(212) 794-8645. (43) 


MOVERS 


BOSTON TRUCKING COMPANY 
Gay owned and operated 
Licensed and Insured MA DPU #25522 
No job too big or too small 
Very Careful Movers 641-1234 











Julian Wright Moving Company 
Exp, Rel, Lic & Ins 
MDPU # 24430 
Tel 661-2958. 
(23) 


THE JIM CLARK MOVING CO. 
Serving the Gay Community 
with professionalism and respect. 
Very careful furniture movers. 
Piano and hoisting specialist. 
Any time of day — any day of year. 
No overtime charges 354-2184 
MDPU Number 23733 


FOR SALE 


BETTE MIDLER PHOTOS! 
Gorgeous original photos taken at her 
Boston concert. Many to choose from. 
Glace 277-4084 between 6 &9 pm. (42) 


GAY COMPUTER GAME 
Vapor Palace like a hot time at the 
baths. For most home computers. For 
information send SASE. Bananasoft PO 





Box 23118 Seattle, WA 98102. (42) 
WANTED 

NO MORE SOS! 
Gtr & drums seek bass, str/keys, 


vocalist for women’s rock band into 
originals/covers, some politics Diane 
497-0117 eves wknds or Anne 471-7772 





now is the time! (42) 
ADOPT A DOG 
Mya needs a home. Small young 


spayed female Doberman needs loving 
responsible adult home. 655-4748. (42) 


INSTRUCTION 


WOMEN’S IMPROV CLASS 
Be spontaneous! See what happens. 
Thursday nights. May 19-June 30. 
Taught by Tita Wernimont at 
Watermelon Studio. 524-6592. (42) 


All ads must be 


ACCOMMODATIONS 
INSTRUCTION 

JUST FRIENDS 
MOVERS 
PERSONALS 

REAL ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 


Headlines 
First 4 lines 


10-6. If you wish 


City 





Address 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 


Each additional line at$__ 
Pick-Up Box No. at $1.00/6 weeks $ 
Forward Box No. at $4.00/6 weeks 
3 months forwarding at $6.00 $_ 
Number of weeks ad is to run 
TOTAL ENCLOSED 








WOMEN'S ACTING CLASS 
Be dramatic! Let yrself out on Mon 
nights May 16-June 27. Co-taught by 
Susie Chancey & Michelle Gabow in 
Cambridge. 876-9170 or 522-7377. (42) 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES _ 


HELP WANTED: GCN’s_ advertising 
dept is looking for sales representa- 
tives. Flexible hours. Commission on 
all sales. Ideal for students, person 
looking for supplemental income. Con- 
tact Hershey at 426-4469. BUT WAIT! 
THERE'S MORE... 


Publisher sks short fiction & full-length 
bks for new gay book publishing pro- 
gramme. Also gay travel articles & non- 
porno male photos for use as illustra- 
tions. Spartacus, PO Box 3496, 1001 AG 
Amsterdam, Netherlands. (3x) 








Mobilization for Survival (Boston) 
needs a fulltime staff person beginning 
June 1. Major emphasis on fundraising, 
with some administrative, outreach and 
organizing responsibilities. Political 
organizing experience required. 
Resumes due May 15. Send writing 
sample and resume to: Personnell 
Committee, MFS, 727 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge, MA 02139. 


INTRODUCTIONS 


Phone Sex 

A unique telephone experience 
connecting gay men together 
around the world (415) 346-8747. 


APARTMENTS 


ee 
Room for rent for indep mature GM 
available now. 442-4527 after 9 pm. 
Danny. (42) 


ALL APARTMENT ADS, even if you rent 
space in your own home, are business 
ads and must be paid for at the 
business rate (see form). 


HOUSE RENTAL—SOUTH END 
Lovely 3 story brownstone in Back 
Bay—So End, 2-3 bdrms, 2 bths, sauna, 
great yard, exposed brick, stained 
glass etc avail May 8, yr lease. 
$1100/mo owner (617)423-2550 eves. (43) 


Dorchester: 5 rm apt. Spacious & clean 
in owner-occ triple. 1 mo sec. Utils & 
heat sep. References req. 282-4371, 
491-4110. (43) 
Dorch—beautiful just restored 2 br in 
Melville Pk historic res fresh pnt ref 
hdwd firs Ig wndws eat-in kit w/pntry 
new appl inc. DW/DSP jg Lr priv entr ht 
inc gay nbhd 1 bik from T no dogs $485 





(42) 


REAL ESTATE  ——” 





105 acres. So.Vt easy term 
donate part to lesbian non-profit group. 
4016 Miraleste Dr, Rancho Pls Vrds, CA 
90274 (213) 832-6131. (42) 


APARTMENTS WANTED 


GCN staffer is Ikng for 3 bdrm apt nr 
Hvd Sq. Must be rent control or super 
cheap. | gotta leave home. 426-4469, 
Hershey. (c) 








Mat prof LF sks small apt in or nr Cam- 
bridge Sept-Mar. Quiet resp (415) 
841-9415 eves wknds. (43) 


SERVICES 


H & F ASSOC — A HEALING TOUCH 
Therapeutic massage for gay men, 
women, & their friends. Deep tissue 
Shiatsu, Foot Reflexology. By appt. 
Hadassah: (617) 522-9164. (42) 


Display Classifieds (boxed ads): $12 per column inch. 
Please circle category ad is to run under. 


APARTMENTS FOR SALE 
JOBS WANTED 
MISCELLANEOUS 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 


WANTED 


LOST & FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


ats - 2 per wk. $= ee 
perwk.$ 
per wk. $___ 


penne k 


$ = 


State _ 





Zip 


Phone 


Please print neatly, use shaded area for headlines and additional lines. 





Nr Inman Sq Camb, feminists, gay men, 
children & lesbians welcome. Respect 
& responsibility important 4 bdrm co- 
op, backyard. Loie 628-4382. (43) 





a onal 









Classifieds 


Custom Furniture 
Designed and Built 
Joan Friedman 
(617) 783-2298 Weekends 
(11/1) 
CHILDCARE 
Quality childcare in my home on Bea- 
con Hill. Days & some eves avail. Barb, 
523-3772. You'll be glad you called, and 
so will your very special child. 
Housekeeping. “Experienced, reliable 
housecleaner. Excellent references. 
Bob 427-3829. (43) 
INDIVIDUALICOUPLE THERAPY 
Clinical Psychologist PhD, Mass Lic 
Insurance Accepted 
(617) 269-8382. 





(44) 
UNCENSORED FILM DEVELOPING 
Are you tired of being told: Our lab 
won't do that type of processing? Fed 
up with those smirks, grins and gig- 
gles? We deliver hassle-free developing 
for all types of film. Fast reliable ser- 
vice for real people by real people. Send 
SASE for info: Copacetic Studios PO 
Box 405, Fayville, MA 01745. (44) 


GAY MEN‘S THERAPY GROUP 
Has openings. Focus is on self- 
awareness, intimacy, & relationships. 
For info call Francis Giambrone 





451-1398 / 661-4070. 

















LESBIAN COUPLES 
ENRICHMENT WORKSHOP 





Sat, June 4, 1983, 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
Opportunity & Experience for Couples 
To Enrich & Broaden Understanding 
Of Themselves & Each Other 
Using Recently Developed 
Innovative Methods 









Participants Will: 
*Problem Solve Through 
Improved Communication Skills 
*Understand Power & Control Issues 
*Deepen Levels of Emotional Intimacy 














Facilitated by 
Marilyn L. Foley, ACSW 
Judith E. Sigler, ACSW 
Clinical Social Workers 

In Private Practice 
Held At The Everywoman’s Ctr, YWCA 
72 Concord St, Manchester, NH 
$45/Couple, Participation Limited 
Register Early. Checks Payable To: 
Marilyn L. Foley, ACSW 
Judith E. Sigler, ACSW 
Send to the Same at: 
| 30 So Main St, Concord, NH 03301 
lf You Have Any Questions, » 
Please Call (603) 224-5600 








MASS. BAY 
COUNSELING ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY SQUARE 
INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES 
AND GROUP COUNSELING 


ALCOHOL COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX THERAPY 
INSURANCE ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225 for appt. 


THERAPY GROUP FOR LESBIANS 
Gay & Lesbian Counseling Services is 
now forming a support group for les- 
bians in close relationships with incest 
survivors (lovers, friends, family mem- 
bers). For info & appt call GLCS, (617) 
542-5188. Sliding fee scale, insurance 
accepted. (c) 

THERAPY GROUPS FOR GAY MEN 
Gay & Lesbian Counseling Services is 
now forming general issues & coming 
out therapy groups for gay men. For in- 
fo & appt call GLCS, (617) 542-5188. 
Sliding fee scale, insurance accepted. 

(c) 


WebWork, a contact & friendship net- 
work for women in New England. Send 
SASE to Box 131-G, Calais, ME 04619. 

(41) 


HOUSECLEANING BOSTON AREA 
Home, Condos, Apt, Office 
Have References ; 


Call James 782-7615. (15) 


Counseling for Individuals, 
Couples and Groups 
Career Assessment 


BELLVILLE ASSOCIATES 
Copley Square 
(617) 739-7803 





Housecleaning: reasonable rates. Ex- 
perienced, hardworking, honest, with 


references. Sharon 891-1566. (42) 
HOUSECLEAN JING 
Energetic reliable efficient house- 


cleaner, with references. Please call 
423-1752 for Boston-Cambridge area. 
(45) 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals and Couples 
Sliding Fee Scale 
Insurance Accepted 
Charles Hannagan, MA 262-4194 


GCN SPECIALS 


If | had the time 

If | had the place 

You would have kisses 
All over your face. 
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BED US! 

Well, cot us, anyway. We would really 
appreciate it if someone would give us 
a cot or two. We have several staffers 
with bad backs and a cot to lie down on 
during the day would help them tremen- 
dously. If you want to give us one, 
please call Michael 426-4469. Thanks. 


OUR OVEN’S BROKE 

We need some kind of toaster-oven. 
Nothing fancy, just something we can 
feed ourselves with. We'll think of you 
as we burn our dinners, which we so 
often do — our minds are so fiercely on 
our work. If you want to help us mini- 
gourmets (can you make quiche in one 
of those things???) please call Michael 
426-4469. Thank you. 


DEAR TYPISTS, 

The election’s coming up & you know 
what that means: the words are flying! 
GCN needs volunteer typists to help 
transcibe taped interviews with The 
Candidates. Here’s your chance to hear 
those campaign promises firsthand. 
Call Larry at 426-4469. 


AND IF YOU CAN'T TYPE 
You can still help GCN (and the typists) 
by sending us your old unwanted (or 
new) transcription machine. We need a 
dictaphone-type machine, with a foot 
pedal, that takes standard tape casset- 
tes. Call Larry at 426-4469. Thanks. 


THE TROUBLE WITH OUR VACUUM IS 
It sucks! But not the right kind of stuff. 
We need another type (cannister or 
shop vacuum) that can be used on the 
kind of naked, unadorned floors we ac- 
tually have. What we don’t need is 
something that blows only carpets, you 
dig? If you can help us out, let Mike 
know (all, together now!) 426-4469. 
Thank you. 


PAINT THE TOWN LAVENDER 
Well, not really lavender, but close. We 
need paint rollers & pans, paint brushes 
(used or not) and eggshell/latex paint. 
Please call Mike for info on possible 
colors chartreuse anyone??? 
426-4469 and thank you. 

MORE ON THE PAINT 
GCN's typesetter doesn’t like char- 
treuse, doesn't even know what color it 


is!! Wants some soothing-color paint 
to calm the nerves!!!! 








Art department needs a drafting board 
so they can gaily align (‘‘straighten’”) 
the rag more quickly on thurs eve. and 
get out of here before midnight (when 
the mice take over). Call Mike or Sherry 
at 426-4469. Thanks. 


ORGANIZATIONS _ 


THE HIRSUTE CLUB 
HAIRY men & men who love hairy men 
friendly newsletter: w/mouthwatering 
art & phot, personal ads. For info: SASE 
to Box 11514, SF, CA 94101.(18+) (43) 





NGTF NEEDS YOU 

Join with the largest, fastest growing 
gay civil rights group in the country! 
The National Gay Task Force works 
with a professional staff on media rep- 
resentation, national legislation, infor- 
mation clearinghouse, religious re- 
forms, corporate non-discrimination 
work — join now. $20 membership ($5 
limited income) includes Newsletter. 
NGTF, 80 Fifth Ave. Rm. 1601, New 
York, NY 10011. 


New women's media gp committed to 
lesb. education outreach thru media 
sks mems. Need assistance w/market- 
ing, graphic design, fundraising, media 
work. Letter of interest &/or resume to 
Women’s Educational Media, Inc., 36 
Colwell Ave., Brighton, MA 02135. 
367-2086. (8) 


WOMEN PRINTERS 
Typesetters, press operators, strippers, 
bindery-workers are invited to join us in 
regular potluck meetings. Compare 
notes about your job — hear informal 
talks on occupational safety, union 
organizing, etc. — help work on anews- 
letter and other projects. For meeting 
times and locations call 547-5038. 


GAY MEN'S COVEN 
Kathexis Anthropos regular meetings. 
Gardnerian coven exploring gay men’s 
spirituality. Box 4538 Sunnyside, NY 
11104. NYC area. (42) 


D.0.B. 

Suppt orgnztn for lesbians, 1151 Mass 
Av, Camb, Old Bap. Raps evry Tues, 
Thurs 8 pm; 35 pls rap 2nd Wed, last Fri. 
8 pm & 3rd Sat. 7 pm; Parents & Co- 
parents rap 1st & 3rd Mons, 8 pm. Soft- 
ball evry Sun 3 pm Apr-Sept, weathr 
permtng. Magazine Fid. Bimonthly mag 
FOCUS $8. Mnthly social & fndraisng 
event. Info & office hrs 661-3633. All 
women invited to participate. 


GAY LESBIAN AND JEWISH? 
Am Tikva welcomes you. Activities in-, 
clude religious observances, discus- 
sions, potluck dinners, folk dancing, 
etc. For events, check GCN Calendar. 
call (617) 782-8894 or write PO Box 11, 
Camb, MA 02238. 








BOSTON LESBIAN/GAY CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston sponsors a liturgy for 
Lesbian/Gay and concerned Catholics 
every Sunday at Arlington Street 
Church (Boston), right side entrance on 
Arlington St., at 5:30 pm. For info call 
Dignity/Boston MF 7-10 pm, Sun 2-5 pm, 
536-6518. DIGNITY/BOSTON, 355 
Boylston St., Boston, MA 02116. (c) 


S DALESBIANS & GAYS 
Learn about S D A Kinship Inc. An 
organztn for lesbians & gays of SDA 
background. For more info & sample 
copy newsletter, write PO Box 404 
Laconia NH 03247. , (41) 











PUBLICATIONS 


SS 
Special issue of CHANGES on Femin- 
ism published. jointly by Solidarity: A 
Socialist Feminist Network and the In- 
ternational Socialists. Includes article 
by Nancy Wechsler on the lesbian/gay 
movement, Wally Silanpoa on personal 
politics as well as articles on women's 
liberation, reproductive rights, women 
and the disarmament movement, and 
more. Available for $2.50 (includes 
postage) from SOLIDARITY, 725 O'Far- 
rell #35, SF, CA 94109 or from Nancy 





Wechsler, cloGCN, 167 Tremont St., 
Boston, MA 02111. 
FOCUS 


A Journal for Lesbians. America’s old- 
est literary mag for lesbians. 11 yrs con- 
tinuous publication. Fiction, poetry, re- 
views, essays, graphics. Quality our on- 
ly criterion. Submissions as well as 
subscriptions always welcome. Or 
come see us, first Weds of the month. 
7pm at OCBC, 1151 Mass Av, Camb, MA 
02138, or DOB office. $8/yr for 6 issues. 
$1.35+40¢ postage for sample copy. 
$10/yr for libraries. Plain envelope. For 
further info (617) 259-0063. 


GUARDIAN: Independent radical news- 
weekly. Covers Gay, women and minor- 
ity struggles, and international pro- 
gressive movements. Special offer 4 is- 
sues FREE. Write Guardian Dept. GCN, 
33 W 17th St., NY NY 10011. (ex) 


Monthly calendar of women’s events in 
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, 
$1 for sample issue, $7.50 per year. 
Write: Full Circle, P.O. Box 235, Con- 
toocook, NH 03229. (15) 


PLEXUS 
San Francisco Bay Area Women’s 
Newspaper since 1974 brings you mon- 
thly feminist news, reviews, features, 
community forum, calendar & more. 
Subs are just $8/yr; sample copy $1. 545 
Athol Ave., Oakland, CA 94606. —_(1/mo) 


1983 brochures from Spartacus and the 
Coltsfoot Press now available. Write for 
free copies to: Spartacus, PO Box 3496, 
1001 AG Amsterdam, Netherlands. (3x) 


HOW GAY IS YOUR LIBRARY? 
Pamphlet of tips for non-librarians on 
how to get gay materials into libraries, 
available from the Gay Task Force of 
the American Library Association. 
“Censored, Ignored, Overlooked, Too 
Expensive? How to Get Gay Materials 
into Libraries” explains library selec- 
tion policies in a general way, and tells 
how you can get a library to buy more 
gay books & periodicals. Also tells what 
to do if library refuses your request; 
why gay bks are sometimes kep where 
you have to ask for them; & how to don- 
ate materials to the library. $1 to Bar- 
bara Gittings — GTF, P.O. Box 2383, 
Phila., PA 19103. Bkstore & bulk order 
discount available. More info: Barbara 
Gittings (215) 382-3222. (c) 
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GAY COMMUNITY NEWS 
TENTH BIRTHDAY POSTERS 
AND T-SHIRTS! 


Mail with 


payment to: 167 
PPI AAAAAAI AAA AIA AIA AIA AAA AIA AIA AAI SIA AAI IASI AAA SII SIA AAAI AIA AIA ASA AAAS SI SIE SAA ADAACH OD 


C) small 
CL] medium 
LJ large 


Birthday Poster. . .$5.00 


Tremont St., 5th Fi., Boston, MA 02111 
OH BIBER I BAIA AAA AAAS AAA 


100% SILVER T-SHIRT. . .$7.50 






Calendar 


weekly events 


sunday 


Boston, MA — Boston Alliance of Gay and 
Lesbian Youth (BAGLY) drop-in center for 
youth 22 and under from 3:30-5pm at Evangel- 
ist Church, 35 Bowdoin St (Beacon Hill). Info: 
497-8282. Please send all BAGLY mail to:' 
GCN, Box 10GY. 


Cambridge, MA — Black and White Men 
Together of Boston meets at Paradise, 180 
Mass. Ave. Second Sunday of each month 
Info: Tom 536-3392 or Dick 247-3043 


Boston,MA — Lesbian Only SM Support 
Group. Potlucks and informal discussions 
one Sunday per month. Info:776-7957. Open to 
lesbians supportive of or into SM. 


Cambridge, MA — Overeaters Anonymous, 
lesbian meeting. Old Cambridge Baptist 
Church, 1151 Mass Ave. Sun eves 7:30 pm, 
DOB office. 

Framingham,MA — Tricounty Assoc. (Fram- 
ingham, Milford, a — Social a 
support group for gay and lesbian community. 
tects Guna, Info:376-4323 or 473-3529. 


Boston, MA — ‘Musically speaking,” 
women's music, ideas, announcements. 
WMBR, 88.1 FM. 1-3pm. 

Boston,MA — Gay and Lesbian Physicians of’ 
iNew England. Second Sundays. 2pm. Info: 
(617) 482-6874 or 247-5485 


Boston, MA — Merrymount Music Society. 
Informal meetings and concerts for gay and 
lesbian musicians and music lovers. Info: 
266-9423. 

West of Boston,MA — Boston 
Lesbians. Social events on Sunday 
afternoons.twice a month. New members 
welcome. Info:486-8848, or Dorothy 875-1108 


'goston,MA — Boston’s Other Voice. (WROR, 
FM 98.5) 11:30pm. 

‘Concord, NH — Concord Area Gay Youth 
support group for youth 16-22. Rap session 
and social time. Info: Ron 225-5622. 


West of 


Keene, NH — Potlucks and other fun get 
togethers for lesbians. First Suns (2pm) and 
third Tues or Wed (6pm). Info. Keene Klon 
dykes. Box 261. Gilsum NH 03448 

Central VT — Central) Vermont Gay Men 
(CVGM) meets first Sun. of the month for 
socializing, business and a meal. Info: Box 42, 
Barre, 05641 


Orleans, MA — Shoreline, a social group alter- 
native to the bars on Cape Cod, meets second 
Sundays. Info: Box 1614. Orleans. MA 02653 


Acton, MA — Centra! Middlesex Social Club 
er at 7:30pm. Info: 263-4882. All are 
invited. 





coming events 


Boston,MA — The Aids Action Committee is 
looking for volunteers for their soon to be 
operating Hotline. To receive an application 


and notice of upcoming training session call 
536-4995. i , 


Boston, MA — The Boston Lesbian and Gay 
Pride Committee will meet every Thurs. eve at 
7pm until June 18 (Lesbian/Gay Pride 
Celebration/March) to organize entertain- 
ment, fundraising, publicity, etc. for the 
events, Everyone welcome. Boston Evening 
Clinic, 314 Comm. Ave. (near Aud. T stop), 
Info: 262-4777 


Boston,MA — The Lesbian/Gay Pride 
Committee ‘83 is sponsoring an Arts and 
Crafts Fair on Saturday June 11th from 11am 
to 5pm at the Arlington Street Church Parish 
Hall. 355 Boylston. All artists or craftspeople 
in the community are encouraged to 
participate as exhibitors and/or vendors 
Those interested in reserving table space, 
please call Ellen at 661-6015 


The dead! ne for 


! 





Calendar items is Mon 


= 


New London, CT — Gay and Lesbia 

Community at Connecticut College meets 1st 
and 3rd Sundays of the month. Info: 442-7458. 
Northern VT/NH— League of Gays (LOGS} 
meets third Suns. Info:(802) 626-3618 or write: 
Box 703, St. Johnsbury VT 05819. 


monday 


Waltham, MA — Triskelion, the Brandeis 
Gay/Lesbian Coalition. General discussion 
group at 9pm. Usdan Student Ctr. Conf. Rm. 
C. Info: 647-4353, or Box 2792, Brandeis U., 
Waltham, 02254. 


Nashua,NH — Nashua Area Gays meet 8pm. 
Info: Tony 424-3252, or write: Nashua Area 
Gays, Box 3472, Nashua 03061 

Portsmouth, NH — Seacoast Gay Men. 7pm. 
info: P.O.Box 1394, Portsmouth 03801. 


tuesday 


Cambridge, MA — Boston chapter, Parents 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays meets 1st 
Tue of the month in conference room 1A 
Sherrill Hall Library, Episcopal Divinity 
School 99 Brattle, Info: 436-5393 or P.O. Box 
125-S101, Arlington, MA 02174. 


Boston, MA — Urania: lesbian and bisexual 
women's SM support group. Safe, non-com- 
petitive space for women of all levels of 
experience to share political and personal 
aspects of our sexuality. 131 Cambridge St. 
7:30pm. Info: Hathor 623-7258. 

Cambridge, MA — Daugnters of Bilitis. Dis- 
cussion and sotial group. Old Cambridge 
Baptist Church, 1151 Mass. Ave. (Harv. Sq.) 
8pm. Tuesdays and Thursdays. Info 661-3633. 


Pitsfield, MA — Berkshire County Gay 
Coalition meets 2nd and 4th Tues. Info: (413) 
442-7772 


Hartford, CT — Greater Hartford Lesbian and 
Gay Task Force meets at Hil! Ctr., 350 Farm- 
ington Ave. 7pm (First Tues.) Info: 249-7691 


Manchester, NH — Manchester Men's Group, 
weekly support group for gay and bisexual 
men, meet Tuesdays at 7:30pm for coffee and 
discussion. Info: Jack 669-0096. 


New London,CT — New London Gay Men's 
Forum, support group for gay and bisexual 
men. Info:447-0155 (Noon to 7pm). 


Portland, ME — Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics 
Anonymous meeting at First Parish, Unitar- 
ian. 425 Congress St. 8 pm. Open to all. 


Brattleboro, VT — Southern Vermont Lesbian 
and Gay Men's Coalition meets on the second 
Tuesday of the month at the Common Ground 
Restaurant, 25 Elliot St. 7:30pm. 


wednesday 


Boston,MA— Fathers in Transition, a group 
of gay/bi fathers meeting Weds. for friendship 
and support. Info:Exodus Ctr. 266-0612, or 
write; Fathers in Transition, clo GCN Box 6, 
167 Tremont St., Boston, MA 02111. 


may 12 thurs 


Boston,MA — GCN Proofreading. Come read 
next week’s news this week! Call 426-4469 or 
come by about 6 or so. 


Boston,MA — Lesbians Interested In 
Becoming Pregnant Series. Speakers on 
Fertility Awareness. UMass, 100 Arlington St. 
Rm 222. 7:30pm. Wheelchair accessible. 


13 fri 


BOQ GGG 


Boston,MA — GCN VOLUNTEER NIGHT!! 
Come help send out the paper to our 
subscribers. Refreshments and good times! 
Come anytime after 6 to our space at 167 
Tremont (near the Boylston T stop). There's an 
intercom at the door if it's not open. Come 
and get a free paper and meet some nice 
people! Info:426-4469. 


QHD 


wn 


SER ee ee 








Bostgn,MA — Boston Alliance of Gay and 
Lesbian Youth (BAGLY). New persons’ 
meeting 6:30pm; general meeting and group 
discussion 7-9pm. For ee 22 and under. 
Evangelist Church, 35 Bowdoin St. (Beacon 
Hill) Info:497-8282, 


Boston, MA — Boston Gay Men’s Chorus 
meets every Wed. from 7-10pm at the YWCA, 
140 Clarendon St. (Copley Sq.) Info: 522-6983. 


Boston, MA — Walk-in VO screening and 
treatment for and by gay men. 6:30-8pm, Fen- 
way Community Health Center, 16 Haviland 
St. (near Auditorium stop). 267-7573. 


Boston, MA — Lunchtime for lesbians. |so- 
lated during the workday downtown? Inter- 
ested in a lunchtime hangout/discussion 
group? Come to 80 Boylston St. Rm 855 (cor- 
ner Boylston and Tremont). Noon. Info: 
542-5188, 


Boston, MA — Lesbian and Gay Media Advo- 
cates (LAGMA) meeting. 7:30-9:30pm. New 
members welcome. Help make the media 
more responsive to our needs. Info: 542-567S 


Bridgewater, MA — South Shore Gay and Les- 
bian Alliance meets Weds. Info: 584-4997. 


Cambridge, MA — Lesbian “conning out" 
group, new weekly open rap group, is now 
meeting at Cambridge Women's Center, 46 
Pleasant St. (Central Sq.) 8-10pm. Info: 
354-8807 

Cambridge, MA — Daughters of Bilitis. 35+ 
women's discussion and social group. Old 
Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass. Ave. 
8pm. Second Wed. and last Fri. of each 
month 


Hyannis, MA — Lesbian Support Group meets 
first Wed of every month. 7:30pm. New 
members welcome. Orientation, social 
meetings. Warren Women's Center, 298 Main 
St. Info: 771-6739. 


Nashua, NH — Greater Nashua Area of NH 
Lambda sponsors speakers and/or raps on, 
the 2nd Wed. and 4th Thurs. 7:30pm. Business 
meets on 1st Sat. Info: (603) 889-1416 


Hartford, CT — Lesbian AA meeting. Hil! Ctr., 
350 Farmington Ave. 8pm. Info: 247-8797. 


Social/Support 


County,MA — 
Info:Debbie 


Hampden 
8pm. 


Group for Lesbians 
532-5878 or Julie 532-4959 
Cambridge, MA — Narcotics Anonymous Gay 
Meal? 7 Temple St. (Central Sq., 
8:30—10pm. A twelve step recovery program 
for those whose “drug of choice” was other 
than alcohol. 

Cambridge,MA — Boston National Organiza- 
tion for Women (NOW) Lesbian Rights Task 
Force meets 4th Wed. of month at 99 Bishop 
Allen Dr. (Central Sq.) Plan lobbying, public 
educ. and consciousness raising. Info: 
661-6015 


thursday 


Cambridge,MA — Lesbian Liberation, an open 
discussion group. 8-10pm. Women's Center, 
46 Pleasant St. Info:354-8807. 


Somerville, MA — TV/TS Peer Support Group. 
Gender Clinic. Info: Martha 666-8280. 


Cambridge, MA — Lesbians with children 
Support groue 8-10pm. Cambridge Women's 
Center, 46 Pleasant St. 354-8807. 


Boston,MA — Boston Lesbian and Gay 
Political Alliance will hold its special benefit 
auction at the Lenox Hotel, Come Room, 
Exeter and Boylston Sts. $5 admission. Cash 
bar.ltems include autographed books, special 
vacation trips, luncheons with politicians and 
celebrities, etc, etc. 7:30pm. 


Portland,ME — Tenth Annual Symposium of 
Lesbians and Gay Men in Maine. May 13-15. 
Workshops, theater, dance. Info:Symposium 
X, Box 5301, Station A, Portland ME 04104, 


14 sat 


Northampton,MA — Second = Annual 
Lesbian/Gay Parade and Rally. Gather at the 
Bridge St. School at 12 noon and march to 
Pulaski Park. This year’s theme: Come Out 
For Justice Come Out For Good! 
Info:586-3790. 


Boston,MA — Women Outdoors. Bird 
watching trip to Plum Island. Info: Peggy 
628-3120, 


Boston,MA — March and Rally against the US 
war in Central America. Meet at Copley Sq. at 
noon to march to Government Center for rally. 
LOOK FOR THE GAY CONTINGENT!! 


Boston,MA — “Taking Care’’:a conference 
offered by Exodus Center for lesbians, gay 
men, their families and concerned helping 
professionals on legal, financial, housing, 
and health matters. Info:266-0612. 


day at noon for the followin 


SRE s SRS: 


Northampton, MA — Pioneer Valley Peo) <a : 
‘< 


Gay Alliance meets on first and ft 


Thursdays at the Unitarian Society, 220 Main z 


St. 7:30pm. Info: (413) 584-7903 or write P.O. 
Bx 181, Northampton, MA 01061. 


Hartford, CT — Gay Al-Anon meeting for — 


lesbians and gay men at Trinity Church Parish 
House, Farmington Ave. 7:30pm. Info: 
247-8797. J 


friday 


BOSTON,MA — GAY COMMUNITY NEWS 
(THAT'S US!) ALWAYS NEEDS HELP SEND- 
ING OUT THE PAPER ON FRIDAY EVES. 
COME BY FOR A FEW HOURS TO OUR NEW 
SPACE AT 167 TREMONT (ON THE COM. 
MON, NEAR BOYLSTON T STOP) ANYTIME, 
AFTER 6 AND LEND A HAND. REFRESH- 


MENTS AND GOOD TIMES! EVERY BODY — 


WELL COME! INFO; 426-4469, THANKS! ~ 


Cambridge, MA — Amazon Lesbian Al-Anon. 
Mt. Auburn Hosp. Living Rm, Clark Bidg. 


8-9:30pm. Newcomers meeting from 7-8pm on 


the first Friday. 


Danbury CT — The Gay and Lesbian Alli 

i 
of Greater Danbury meets on Frida A fort 
7:30 to 10pm in the Green Room of t je First 


Congregational Church, corner of Deer Hill 


Ave. and West St. 


Hartford, CT — Your Turf. a weekly dr: 

; Op..n 
center for lesbian and gay tecnagers Papin at 
evi oer 350 Farmington Ave. 

irs). Sponsored by the Coali . 
ual Minorities ; pth tin 
Pittsfield, MA — Weekly meetings of 


Lesbians United. Info: W. j 1 * 
ees omen’s Services cen 


Concord, NH — Concord Men's Group meets 
Fridays at 7:30pm for coffee and discussion. 
Info: Herb 485-5612. 


Providence, Ri — Rhode Island Gay and Les- 
bian Youth meets every Sat. from 1-5pm for 
youth 14-21 years of age. Info: MCC 272-9247 
or Gay Helo Line 751-3322 (eves). 


saturday 


Providence, Ri — Rhode Island Gay and Les- 
bian Youth meets every Sat. from 1-5pm for 
youth 14-21 years of age. Info; MCC 272-9247 
or Gay Helo Line 751-3322 (eves). 


Poteet tet steely 


Boston,MA — Chiltern Mt. Club. Regularly 
scheduled sports and outdoors events. 
General info: John 275-1336; Linda 734-4066; 
John 864-0823. Vollyball: Jay 262-4896; 
Basketball: Kieran 232-7229. ¥ 


Boston, MA — Front Runners/Boston, gay 
men and lesbian running club. Info: 39 
Milford, Boston 02118 or 451-6364. 





David Storm 


15 sun. 


Brookline,sMA — Gloria Greenfield and Eric 
Rofes will be speaking on their “Jewish 
perspectives on homosexuality” at the 
Jewish Comrvanay Center, 50 Sutherland Rd. 
Cleveland Circle T stop. 7:30pm. 

Boston,MA — Women Outdoors. Picnic and 
planning meeting. Info:Cindy 524-3480. 


17 tues 


Cambridge,MA_ — Lesbian and Gay 
Associated Engineers and _ Scientists. 
Business meeting. Info: 288-3228. 


J ISSUC...000ee 





